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CHAPTER 1

BACKGROUND

1.0 ROLE OF THE SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

The Spectrum Management Authority (SMA) was established by the
Telecommunications Act, 2000 with the specific mandate to ensure the efficient
management of Jamaica’s Radio Frequency (RF) Spectrum and Orbital Locations.
The SMA is the sole organisation with the authority to:

• allocate frequency spectrum,
• assign radio frequency to operators, and
• license the use of frequencies by various radio frequency devices.

SMA’s management of the spectrum entails:
• Managing access to the radio frequency spectrum through band

planning, frequency assignment and licensing.
• Monitoring compliance with licensing agreements to protect all

legal spectrum users.
• Identifying, investigating and assisting in resolving interference

problems.
• Identifying and eliminating illegal use of the spectrum.
• Representing Jamaica’s interests in spectrum related matters

internationally.

1.1 LICENCES ISSUED BY THE SMA

Operators are prohibited from using radio frequency devices without first
obtaining authorization in the form of a licence, from the SMA.

Spectrum Licences are issued for the following operations:
• Aircraft station
• Ship station
• Fixed wireless
• VSAT
• Earth station for international gateway
• Cellular radio systems
• Paging service
• Radio Relay service
• Citizens band
• Alien Amateur Permits
• Private Radio Stations: emergency and security services, amateur

radio operators.
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Non-spectrum Certifications are issued for:

• Radio Technicians
• Ship radio operators
• Type Approvals

Volume 3, Section 10 WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATION

2

Wireless Telecommunications.qxp  01/05/2007  12:05 PM  Page 2



CHAPTER2

HOW TO APPLY

2.0 APPLICATION FORMS

Permission to operate radio devices can be obtained by submitting an application
to the SMA on prescribed forms. Devices that do not require a licence must first
obtain Type Approval Certification from the SMA. Information on the
requirements to obtain Type Approval certification is at Appendix I. Samples of
forms are attached as Appendices 1-15

Application forms and information in relation to spectrum licences and
non-spectrum certifications may be obtained from the SMA offices or
downloaded from the Authority’s web-site - www.sma.gov.jm.

2.1 FEES

2.1.1 Spectrum Licence Fees

Spectrum Licence fees are paid annually to the Authority for the
use of the frequency bands and are calculated pursuant to
Regulations under the Radio and Telegraph Control Act. These
fees are remitted to the Consolidated Fund.

2.1.2 Spectrum Regulatory Fees

Regulatory fees are calculated on an annual basis in order to cover
the reasonable operating costs incurred by the Authority in
relation to spectrum licences.

2.1.3 Processing Fees

Processing fees are to be charged in relation to each spectrum
application. Processing fees are non-refundable

Information on current fees charged by the SMA is at
Appendix 9. This information can also be obtained from
the SMA offices or downloaded from the Authority’s web-
site at www.sma.gov.jm.
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CHAPTER 3

STANDARDS

3.0

The SMA is guided by standards obtained from international standards
organizations, viz., the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), Federal
Communications Commission (FCC), American National Standards Institute
(ANSI), European Telecommunication Standards Institute (ETSI), Institute of
Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE). In addition, local legislation and
Regulations are used as regulatory tools in the day-to-day management process.

Local Legislations include:

• Telecommunications Act 2000.
• Radio and Telegraph Control Act 1973.
• Broadcasting and Radio Re-Diffusion Act.
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CHAPTER 4

TYPE APPROVAL CERTIFICATION

4.0 WHAT IS TYPE APPROVAL CERTIFICATION AND WHY IS IT REQUIRED?

Type approval of radio communication equipment is the authorization of
equipment which has never been granted a licence for manufacturing or
importation, by verifying the compliance of the equipment against the standards
which have been adopted by the SMA Administration. It ensures that the
equipment from various manufacturers conform to appropriate standards and
principles of product safety and will not interfere with other equipment or
networks.

It is mandatory to obtain type approval for any radio equipment intended for use
in Jamaica.

4.1 WHAT TYPES OF EQUIPMENT REQUIRE TYPE APPROVAL CERTIFICATION?

Radio communication equipment used in land (fixed and mobile), maritime mobile,
aeronautical mobile and amateur services requires type approval.

4.2 STANDARDS

Type approval for Radio Communication equipment in Jamaica is done by
recognition of type approval test reports which are prepared according to
international standards. In-country testing is not required.

4.2.1 Radio Standard:

Jamaica recognises the international standards set by the following bodies:
FCC: Federal Communications Commission (USA)
ANSI: American National Standards Institute
ETSI: European Telecommunications Standardisation 

Institute
ITU: International Telecommunications Union

4.2.2 Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) Standard:

Radio communication equipment should have EMC standard in accordance 
with international standards.
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4.2.3 Electrical Safety Standard:

Radio communication equipment should have Electrical Safety standard in
accordance with international standards.

4.3 PROCEDURE FOR CERTIFICATION

Applications are accepted from:
i Manufacturer of equipment or authorized institution.
ii An individual user for a specific piece of equipment.

Written applications from an individual or company should be sent to:

Spectrum Management Authority
2nd Floor VMBS Building
53 Knutsford Boulevard
Jamaica,W.I.
Tel: 876 929 8550
Fax: 876 960 8981

Application forms are downloadable from the Authority’s website at
www.sma.gov.jm

• Provide the required technical information/documentation

• SMA will acknowledge receipt of application within two (2)
working days.

• SMA will review application and request additional
documentation if required.

• SMA will issue Type Approval Certificate with Type Approval
ID number.

4.4 DOCUMENTATION/INFORMATION AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS

The following information and supporting documentation are required to begin
processing the application for certification.

i Name/Address of Manufacturer

ii Authorisation from Manufacturer (in case where applicant is an
authorised institution)
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iii Equipment Specification – name, type, frequency bands, output
power

iv FCC or other Standards Body Certification

v Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) Report

vi Safety Report (optional)

vii Commissioning Report.

viii User Manual

ix Country of Origin verification 

4.5 LABELLING/MARKING REQUIREMENTS

Labelling/marking is the process of specifying a registration number on the radio
communication equipment which is made or imported into the country.This is an
optional requirement.

4.6 APPLICABLE FEE

The fee for Type Approval Certification is US$250.00 per model.This is payable to
the:

Spectrum Management Authority
2nd Floor VMBS Building
53 Knutsford Boulevard
Kingston 5
Jamaica W.I.

4.7 PROCESSING TIME

The Certificate will be processed and dispatched within 15 business days after
receipt of all documentation.

4.8 TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF CERTIFICATION

• The certificate is valid under condition that the equipment being
granted approval is identical to the type tested one.

• Any changes to the name or model of the type approved
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equipment will require a new type approval. This involves
reapplication with revised supporting documents. If the technical
specifications have not been amended, reference can be made to
original type approval. However, the applicant must submit a letter
of declaration stating that the technical specifications for the old
named/model equipment is the same as the new name/model
equipment.

• The Certificate may be revoked if holders use it beyond approved
scope or if it is determined to have been obtained illegally.

4.9 OTHER LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

Applicants may be required to obtain other licences to make, import or install
radio communication equipment depending on the regulation governing such
equipment.

Declaration: All information presented to the SMA will be treated as
confidential and will not be disclosed to third parties.

4.10 CONTACT INFORMATION

For further information please contact:

Spectrum Management Authority
2nd Floor VMBS Building
53 Knutsford Boulevard
Kingston 5
Jamaica,W.I.
Telephone: (876) 929-8550/929-8520
Fax: (876) 960-8981
Web-site: www.sma.gov.jm
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