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CHAPTER 1

INDUSTRIAL SAFETY

1.0 INDUSTRIAL/OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

The Industrial Safety Section of the Ministry of Labour and Social Security is
responsible for monitoring and enforcing the requirements of the Factories Act
and its accompanying Regulations, for occupational safety and health in Jamaica.

1.1 THE FACTORIES ACT

The main Act is entitled the Factories Act Cap. 124 and its accompanying
Regulations are:

i The Factories Regulations 1961
ii The Building Operations and Works of Engineering Construction

1968 (BOWEC)
iii The Ship and Docks Regulations 1968

1.2 FACTORY REQUIREMENTS

The requirements of the Factories Regulations also apply.The main requirement is
for developers to register all factories.The appropriate application forms for this
requirement is at Appendix 1.There are seventeen (17) definitions in the Act for a
factory hence the definition for a factory according to the Act is very wide and
includes but is not limited to the following:

i All industrial undertakings
ii Bakeries
iii Servicing of motor vehicles
iv Where 10 or more persons are engaged in manual production
v When electricity is generated or used to drive production F.4.

Section 2(c)
vi Ships
vii Service stations
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1.3 NEW LEGISLATION

The Ministry of Labour and Social Security is in the process of introducing new
legislation entitled the Occupational Safety and Health Act.This Act will be more
far reaching in its jurisdiction than the present Act. For this reason all forms
presently being used may be discontinued or redesigned to facilitate the new Act.
Hence only the pertinent forms that are likely to survive the transition to the new
legislation are included in this section.

1.4 REQUIREMENTS OF THE BOWEC REGULATIONS

The information in this section of the manual is related mainly to the requirements
of the Building Operations and Works of Engineering Construction (BOWEC)
Regulations. In particular, special attention should be given to the following
requirements that are vital to the beginning stages of developments.

1.4.1 Notification of Building sites or works of Engineering
Construction

Developers/contractors are required no later than seven (7) days after the
beginning of the site, to serve on the Chief Factory Inspector a written
notice of this undertaking. (BOWEC Regulations, Sect. 24 (3). (See
Appendix 2 for sample form.)

1.4.2. Accident Report Forms

When an accident occurs which either cause loss of life or disables any
person, the manager of the factory or building site shall forthwith report
the occurrence of such accident to the Chief Factory Inspector (Factories
Act Section 21 (1)). See Appendix 3 for sample form.

1.4.3. Appointment of Safety Officer

Every contractor and every employer of workmen who undertake
operations for works and who employs more than 50 persons at any one
time shall specifically appoint in writing one or more persons experienced
in such operations or work and suitably qualified to be charged with the
supervision of safety - BOWEC Section (72).
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1.5 REQUIRED FORMS

There are a number of required forms which must be completed and submitted
to the Industrial Safety Section of the Ministry of Labour and Social Security as the
building of works of engineering construction progresses. Some of these forms are
specific in their requirements and therefore pertain only to special purposes.The
headings on the forms are self-explanatory.They include:

i Excavations examination forms (See Appendix 4)
ii Scaffold examination forms (See Appendix 5)
iii Lifting appliance (See Appendix 6)
iv Ropes examination forms (See Appendix 7)
v) Report on examination and test of steam boiler (See Appendix 8)
vi Report on examination and test of steam receiver and air receiver

(See Appendix 9)
vii Report on examination and test of lifting machine (See Appendix

10)

The above listed forms are the main ones that are frequently required, however
there are other forms that are also required from time to time.

N.B. Developers are requested to contact the Industrial Safety Division
of the Ministry for more detailed information and advice when they are
considering the establishment of any industrial development to enable
them to meet the necessary requirements.

1.6 CONTACT INFORMATION

For further information please contact:

The Director
The Industrial Safety Division 
1F North Street
Kingston
P.O. Box 481
Tel: (876) 922-9500-14
Fax: (876) 922-6902
e-mail mlss-oshd@cwjamaica,com
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