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COVER CREDITS 

From Aerial Surveys conducted by Conrad Douglas & Associates Limited in 
SML 173 area.  

This shows mode of occurrence of bauxite deposit within SML 173 area. 
Elevated limestone hillocks with high biodiversity and low-lying deposits of 

bauxite supporting sparse grassland/shrub vegetation and agricultural 
activities.
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1.0. Executive Summary  

1.1. Background  

New Day Aluminum (Jamaica) Limited (NDAJL) is a limited  liability  company engaged in the business 

of the winning and exporting of bauxite pursuant to a suite of agreements with  the Government of 

Jamaica (GoJ). Noranda Jamaica Bauxite Partners II  (NJBP II)  performs mining operations on behalf 

of New Day. NJBP II  is a partnership between NDAJL, holding 49%, with  Jamaica Bauxite Mining 

Limited (JBML) holding 51% on behalf of the GoJ. 

The project proposes to exploit bauxite reserves in Special Mining Lease 173 (SML 173) Area, which 

is in proximity to the area proposed as the Cockpit Country Protected Area (CCPA) by the Most 

Honourable Prime Minister Andrew Holness in Parliament on November 21, 2017. The statement by 

ÔÈÅ -ÏÓÔ (ÏÎÏÕÒÁÂÌÅ 0ÒÉÍÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ is presented in Appendix IV. Upon approval, the 

project will  result in the mining of orebodies and transportation of high-quality bauxite to existing 

loading areas for stockpiling, railing, drying and shipping. The mined-out areas will be rehabilitated 

in keeping with the requirements of the Mining Act. 

In accordance with  the regulations, an Environmental Permit application was submitted to the 

National Environment and Planning Agency (NEPA). Subsequently, in keeping with  the Natural 

Resources Conservation Authority  Act of 1991 and its regulations of 1996, the NEPA requested 

Noranda Jamaica Bauxite Partners II  (NJBP II)  to carry out an Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) on Special Mining Lease 173 (SML 173) Area. It  is proposed to conduct bauxite mining 

operations in SML 173 for a period of about twenty-five (25) years. The area granted under SML 173 

includes both the areas depicted as SML 173 and SML 172 (see Figure 1-1) of this summary. All 

references to Ώthe SML 173 areaΐ in this report  pertain to only that area shown as SML 173 in 

Figure 1-1. SML 173 has an area of 8,335 hectares, of which 15% are orebodies proposed for bauxite 

mining, inclusive of the haul roads to gain access to and transport  the bauxite. 

The mining activities proposed for 15% of the total area of SML 173, represents a temporary change 

in land use from predominantly agriculture and a few residential structures to bauxite extraction. 

This will  be followed by activities to rehabilitate the mined-out areas and dedicate them to uses such 

as grassland (its natural state), housing, agriculture, greenhouses and water storage. 

In this regard NJBP II  has engaged the services of the multi -disciplinary environmental management 

consultancy firm, Conrad Douglas & Associates Limited to carry out the EIA.  
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This draft EIA is presented in four (4) Volumes, as follows: 

V Volume I: Environmental Impact Assessment 

V Volume II: Reports on Voluntary Stakeholder Consultations  

V Volume III: Archaeological Impact Assessment 

V Volume IV: Air Dispersion Modelling Report 

The final EIA will contain a fifth  volume, viz: The Mandatory Public Consultation Meeting Report. 

On 28 August 2018, the GOJ granted SML 173 to New Day Aluminum (Jamaica) Limited (NDAJL). This 

is subject to the permits and/or approvals required to be issued by the NRCA, NEPA, other 

governmental agencies, and the provisions of the Mining Act. 

SML 173 straddles the boundaries of the parishes of St. Ann and Trelawny and is in proximi ty to 

important  natural resources (ground water and biodiversity),  historical heritage resources, human 

settlements and agricultural  activities. NJBP II  is keenly aware of these resources and the need for 

their  protection. 

SML 173 borders the proposed Cockpit  Country Protected Area (CCPA). The boundary of the 

proposed CCPA was arrived at after several studies and public consultations over a number of years. 

The boundary proposed for declaration was announced by the Most Honourable Andrew Holness, 

Prime Minister, in Parliament on November 21, 2017 (See Appendix IV). 

There are important  bauxite deposits in the SML 173 area which are required for providing  bauxite 

feedstock for NJBP II's mining, railroading, drying, storage and shipping operations from Port 

Rhoades in Discovery Bay St Ann, to export markets overseas. NJBP II's export earnings from bauxite 

are variable. However, based on the volume of bauxite it  can be as high as, or in excess of 

US$150,000,000 per year. This is a major contribution  to maintaining NJBP II's operations and a 

critically  important  contributi on to Jamaica's economy overall, and more specifically foreign 

exchange earnings, GDP growth and employment. 

GDP growth in Jamaica's economy, which is only recently emerging from a debt to GDP ratio  in excess 

of 150%, and which recently concluded a Standby Agreement with  the International  Monetary Fund 

(IMF) in November 2019, has shown steady, though small positive growth in recent times. Jamaicaȭs 

debt to GDP ratio  is now delicately balanced at 96%. 
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The country has only recently achieved nineteen (19) consecutive quarters of positive GDP growth. 

Growth in the third  quarter of 2019 was registered at lower than the second quarter of 0.3%. The 

Planning Institute  of Jamaica (PIOJ) Economic and Social Survey for 2018 stated that: ΓExport 

earnings were boosted by the exports of alumina, bauxite and mineral fuels, which together accounted 

for 77.0 per cent of the value of exports.Δ 

The Jamaican economy is still  at a very sensitive juncture and could be subject to exogenous and 

endogenous shocks. The former could take the form of natural hazards such as hurricanes and 

earthquakes, and pandemics. The latter  refers to the potential collapse of major economic sectors 

including bauxite production. Changes in trade agreements in the global economy also have the 

potential  to cause shocks to Jamaica's economy. At the same time imports are still  outperforming 

exports and there is a persistent trade deficit. 

Maintaining the mining sector, in general and bauxite mining, in particular, is more important  than 

ever before for sustaining macro-economic performance and stability, and to continue the support 

and micro-economic development at the community level. There is no other sector of the Jamaican 

economy which can in the immediate and short term, provide the necessary level of export income 

to support the economy.  

In proposing the Cockpit Country Protected Area (CCPA), the government has given up valuable 

bauxite resources located within  the proposed CCPA in order to protect valuable renewable 

resources, such as biodiversity  and water resources. The value of the bauxite that has been given up 

(sequestered) by the GOJ has been estimated to range from approximately US$1.44 billion  to US$1.85 

billion.   

In essence, the objective of the scientific investigations carried out in conducting this EIA is to inform  

a major decision concerning the critical  balance, which exists between the management of a finite  

non-renewable mineral resource of major economic importance (bauxite) and potential impacts on 

important  renewable resources. Both the finite  non-renewable and renewable resources are 

important  in supporting and sustaining the local and regional bio-physical and socio-economic future 

of Jamaica. The decision on the issuance of environmental permits is also to be guided by the 

regulatory framework. 
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1.2. Terms  of Reference 

NEPA has provided an agreed detailed draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for conducting the EIA. This 

agreed draft TOR was developed through a series of multi -agency stakeholder consultations inclusive 

of joint visits to the field and a presentation. This was followed by intensive correspondence between 

the consultants, NGOs and the regulators. The main headings covered by the TOR are provided below:  

V Executive Summary 
V Legislation & Regulatory Consideration 
V Project Description 
V Description of the Environment 
V Public Participation 
V Impact Identification & Assessment and Analysis of Potential Impacts 
V Impact Mitigation 
V Residual Impacts 
V Analysis of Alternatives 
V Outline Environmental Monitoring & Management 

The detailed TOR is to be found at Appendix I of this draft EIA Report. 

1.3. General Approach  & Methodology  

Research and consultations for this EIA commenced in June 2018 and continued up to December 

2019. The general approach and methodology involved a combination of literature reviews, 

consultations, remote sensing and scientific field investigations, inclusive of ground truthing using 

state-of-the-art approaches and methodologies covering all aspects of the agreed draft TOR for the 

EIA (see Appendix I). 

1.4. Main  Findings 

1.4.1. Project Description  

The project is located in SML 173 in the parishes of St. Ann and Trelawny (See Figure 1-1 below) and 

is aimed at providing bauxite feedstock for NJBP II's mining, railroading, drying, storage and shipping 

operations from Port Rhoades in Discovery Bay St Ann, to export markets. NJBP I)ȭÓ operations do 

not involve the processing of bauxite to alumina.  

The rate of dry bauxite production may be as high as 6 million  dry metric tonnes of bauxite per 

annum. This has the potential to earn about US$150,000,000 per year which is a major and critically  

important  contribution  to the Jamaican economy. NJBP II  will  continue to use standard international  

best practices in compliance with  its internal corporate responsibility  policies and Jamaicaȭs 

regulatory framework.  
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Figure 1-1: Project Location Map














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































