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the project is.  We have to do the alternative analysis, which means 

if the bauxite is left in the ground what happens to the community,  

and is there another place the that Noranda can mine bauxite?  

Things like that we have to look at and provide analysis.  We have 

to describe the environment, physical, biological, socio-economic, 

and I am sure a number of people in here have been a part of the 

socio-economic studies that were done, where people came to your 

homes and did interviews and ask you some questions.   

 

There is a legislative and a regulatory framework, and we have to 

identify potential impacts, and there is a risk analysis we have to 

do and then we have to provide some impact mitigation, an 

Environmental Management Plan and an Environmental 

Monitoring Plan has to be produced within the EIA.  As we said, this 

will be available once it has been compiled, and we have the 

contacts here if people have left e-mails we can e-mail out the EIA 

so everybody has it on hand.   

 

These are all described, the structure of the EIA is described in a 

TOR, a Terms of Reference that has been approved by NEPA.  So we 

are in the middle of that process, and once we have completed the 

EIA we have a 21 day wait for everybody to read the EIA and then 

we come back with a public meeting for you to raise more concerns 

or raise your questions, and we have to respond to them.  All right, 
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thank you, that's my piece. 

  

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Dr. Richards.  Could you give him a round of of 

applause.   

(A P P L A U S E)  

CHAIRMAN: Can I hear the hands, wake up, wake up.  So we get to that question 

and answer section, because I know once he started the presenting 

I heard a lot of mutterings and talking and arguments and voices 

coming from that end and I know you are in for a talkative evening.  

Now, listen now, if you come and you have the questions and you 

don't ask them, and you guh back home with dem you gwine sleep 

with dem on yuh pillow and nobody nah guh answer dem fi yuh.  

Nuh true? Nuh true? 

 

RESPONSE:   Yes. 

(A P P L A U S E). 

 

CHAIRMAN:  Ask your question now.  So let me tell you, if you can't put the 

English together like me, chat patios.   Dr. Richard nuh 'fraid a 

questions and memba him tell you from the beginning, if him can't 

answer all the questions the beautiful lady have all the information, 

and once you talk her fingers will be going up and down and her 

fingers never get tired.    

CHAIRMAN: So the questions that Dr. Richard or even Mr. Skyers can't answer, 
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they are there and they will go seek the information and they 

promise to come back and full your bellly.  Nuh true?  Nuh true?   

 

RESPONSE:   Yes. 

 

CHAIRMAN: So if you greedy for information like me you will come back.  So wi 

ready for questions.  Yuh ready?   Yuh ready?  

 

RESPONSE: Yes, yes.   

  

CHAIRMAN: Dr. Richard yuh ready? 

, 

DR. RICHARDS: Most definitely.   

  

CHAIRMAN: Who is the first?  You going to tell me your name, where you come 

from and who yuh.    

  

MR. FLETCHER: Mr. Chairman, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, my 

address is Barnstaple, I am David Fletcher from Barnstaple, 

B-a-r-n-s-t-a-p-l-e.  My first question what I have to ask is, I heard 

what  you have said, but  remember me survive in that area.   Many 

of us is here we grow, we have no other assets besides there, no 

farming area besides there, nowhere to tie our animal than besides 

there.  I want to ask the question, what we are going to live off when 
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Kaiser and Noranda come in to mine those places, what we are 

going to live off?   

  

DR. RICHARDS: And that's a very good question to raise at this point.  What we are 

saying is that we looked at the land use in the area and we realized 

that there is a lot of farming going on in the area.  And that is one 

of the conflicts that we see happening, moving forward, and it is 

something we have to detail in the EIA, how we will address some 

of these issues.  Right now I cannot give you a definitive answer 

because we don't know exactly which pit will be used.  As I said 

before, not all areas will be taken, so it's a matter of which once will 

be going and how best to compensate people for what they might 

be losing.  That's where we are at right now.  As has been said 

before, there are a number of reclaimed areas that are being used 

for farming.  There are new farming technology that requires you 

not to be using such a large area of land.  In other words, there  is 

the green house project, there are a number of initiatives that are 

being looked at in a number of areas which, could assist in 

addressing that issue.  And as I said now, it's more a matter of 

figuring out which ones will be taken or which ones have economic 

bauxite deposits, and then we move from there.   It's not that we 

are not considering that people might lose their farm, but it's not 

all the areas will be taken, and so we have to share the resources 

moving forward.  So it's a discussion that will have to be seriously 
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had and plans put in place to address that moving forward.   

  

MR. SKYERS: One thing we know is that everybody depends on the land for 

farming.  Some of these things going take time over the years.  It's 

a kind of management of how we do this.    

 

MR. SKYERS: In terms of land restoration, the Company has been  doing a lot of 

land reclamation.  Every ounce of land that we reclaim makes a 

different path for things.   One of the things we have added to it in 

recent times in the last five years, we have added a new 

component.  Some persons were given green house farms.  We 

have 125  green houses with 20 at Watt Town.  We are targeting 

areas that have done mining before, but importantly what we are 

looking at is how do we make water available for farmers, because 

one of your biggest problems, even though you have a drought 

problem, what we are trying to do, apart from the green houses 

that we have, we will be expanding around the place. Just recently 

last week we just opened a cold storage plant at Walter Valley.   

That plant that we have built t can hold thousands of thousands of 

goods.  It's the first cold storage plant we have operating.  People 

nomally have things spoiling, so we have put in some cold storage 

plants, the first one in Walter Valley, where when you have stuff 

you can put it in there, store it and you move it out.  Sometimes in 

Jamaica we have hurricane and bap, import food comes to us 
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tomorrow.  They come from a cold storage plant.  We want to do 

the same here.  Even out door farming, when you have the restored 

land, what the restored land needs to have is water.  We want to 

build pits and put water in there, pumps in there.  In these bushes 

we put ponds and solar pump, so no electricity, you get the water 

through solar pumps.  So what we looking at apart from the green 

houses, people can have 10 acres of land and what you plant in 

there is sweet potato, corn and carrots, but you will have water.  So 

the mining will come, but it will come with added things to do 

things more efficiently.  That is what is happening now.   

MR. SKYERS: Our green house programme, what we try to do is even give it to 

the schools.  We have built green houses at Browns Town High, 

York Castle, St. Hilda's, so that the student can have it, they can do 

it.   And that is what we want to do.  People were doing farming but 

we also want people who are in these communities to do training 

as well.  In Walter Valley we have a plant that we train people to do 

mechanic.  Discovery Bay we have one that we do welding.   HEART 

run the place so you can have certificates, where  you can work 

here or go abroad.   This is the  opportunity that people have, but 

the opportunity will come.  As to the farming, how do we manage 

the land so you work here, you work there.  It's a whole land 

management programme.  One thing we know, everybody does 

farming and we can't displace people so they have nothing to do.  

Some people will like green house farming, some want outdoor 
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farming to plant yam and things same way.  So we have to try to 

look at everybody, not to leave out anybody, but something can be 

done to really assist this.   

  

MR. SKYERS: One of the main things with land when you do mining operation, 

one of the most important things that happen to the land when you 

do mining, that make the land better is road infrastructure.  Every 

land you mine have a road.   Previously you have some good land 

somewhere, you have to can think up how you can build nuff things 

round deh.  When you have the land, the most important thing you 

get that road going there.  You can get 2 acres of land from the 

Company that you lease, proper lease arrangement, you can go to 

the bank and you can get a loan based on that because you have 

access. You can raise cattle in one place, you have access, you going 

to get roads into these places that has not been there before.  So 

that help to make things better.  Sometimes it's not that you work 

more, but you work more smarter because if you have the road you 

can drive,  your mule can't manage that, and that will come, no 

doubt about that.  We don't have any land anywhere that we have 

reclaimed that is not being used for something, whether to do cattle 

farming or for doing other stuff.   

  

MR. SKYERS: In terms of restoring land I want to invite you that come next 

month,  the 30th of this month, we are having an agri-expo in 
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Discovery Bay to show crops that we grow on reclaimed land.  All 

the things will be showcased at that expo.  The school can be 

involved in it, we are going to show green house operation along 

with crops.  We are going to have sweet potato, carrot crops that 

we grow o restored land,  so you can see.  

  

CHAIRMAN: There is a students here with a question.   Tell us your name and 

where you are from.  

  

STUDENT: Good evening everyone.   

 

RESPONSE: Good evening.  

STUDENT: My name is Baresheba; I am a proud student of Madras Primary 

and Infant School, I am currently in Grade 6.  Mr. Chairman, from 

2015 out by Caledonia, Noranda made a valley out there.  Farmers 

are complaining that their animals have not been ab;e to eat.  They 

made a commitment, they even invited Television Jamaica up there 

to let other bauxite mining businesses hear their voice.  My 

question is, what are you planning to do with the valley you made, 

you guys made up there.  

(A P P L A U S E). 

 

MR. SKYERS: When you mine an area, based on Government 

regulations -- Mr. Shatoo is here who do our reclamation -- when 
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you do mining you have a set number of time to do the reclamation.    

Shatoo, what kind of time is that? 

  

MR. SHATOO: Three years.   

 

MR. SKYERS: When you mine, you can't go over that before reclaiming.  Even the 

one in Caledonia, that area was mined year before last and that is 

being reclaimed right now.  It is being actively done as we speak 

now, so before the year is out.    

  

CHAIRMAN: He said reclaiming takes a period of time, over a three year period.  

Now, let me say this, you don't need that bauxite down there to 

grow yams.  If you dig out that and plant grass they stop growing.  

Don't you know that?  I am saying the dirt that is way down you 

don't need that to grow crops because that won't grow crops.  Am 

I correct?   It is the top soil, most of the top soil that we use, as you 

call it.  When you fork yam hole you, don't go as deep as the level of 

the fork.  Nuh true?  So it's mostly the top soil.  The trees, the large 

trees occupy the deeper part of the soil.   So they are going to take 

off that top part, put it one end and then extract what is beyond.  

After that they backfill that and put back in the top soil.  I know 

where your concern is, your concern is that top soil that goes back, 

how deep is it and how viable is it to grow the kind of crops that 

you want.  Is that what you are trying to find out? 
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(Uproar) 

 

CHAIRMAN: Please, please, just a minute.   

  

DR. RICHARDS: As Mr. Skyers has outlined, there is a Government stipulated 

timeline for the restoration of land, and you have up to three years 

after mining has been completed for the restoration process to take 

place.  The young lady has said they mined in 2015.  Noranda is in 

the process reclaiming right now, so they have started reclamation 

and it's under the supervision of the Bauxite Institute, the Forestry 

Department and the National Environmental Planning Agency.  

They can't not restore within the timeframe or else they are fined.   

So they have to do it.  I can say they are going to be doing it as we 

speak.   

 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Nigel, you have a question? 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: I am Nigel Campbell from Caledonia, trouble maker.  I wasn't here 

when Dr.  Richard was speaking.  I would really like to know who 

is on the panel.   

 

CHAIRMAN: You have Dr. Richards, Mr. Skyers and we have some other persons 

who are with them, the stenographer who will be documenting 
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everything that you say and you have me.   

  

MR. CAMPBELL: For clarification sake, what is the purpose of this meeting, and what 

is the desired outcome?  

  

CHAIRMAN: The purpose of this meeting is to sensitize you, Mr. Campbell, and 

all the other communities and the persons surrounding the mining 

operations that are being done and that are supposed to be done 

and to give information about reclaiming and other things, plus 

whatever questions you raise they will be able to answer it. 

 

MR. CAMPBELL: Okay, this one is to Mr. Skyers: What is Mr. Skyers role in Kaiser?  

Is he employed to Noranda or what, because I am not so bright?  

 

MR. SKYERS: I am employed to Noranda, Public Relations at Noranda. 

 

MR. CAMPBELL: You work with Noranda?  

 

MR. SKYERS: Yes. 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: That means you make sure you relate things to the public, right? 

  

MR. SKYERS: Yes .  
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MR. CAMPBELL: You are doing a very good job, Mr. Skyers. You are not doing a very 

good job, Mr. Skyers, you ae doing a very good job not doing a very 

good job.  Now, Mr. Skyers you are around this area for a number 

of years, and Mr. Skyers I am going to be frank with you, I don't 

think that you should have that job, honestly.  Mek mi talk, oonu 

shut up oonu mouth, stop chat.  Mr. Skyers is not doing a good job 

and I am going to tell whoever in charge of Noranda that they need 

to get rid of all these people there because they are the ones 

creating the problems for the Company.  

(A P P L A U S E) 

 

CHAIRMAN: Sir, thank you, sir.  Now, listen, please remember, ladies and 

gentlemen, you come to get information. 

 

MR. CAMPBELL: I am giving information. 

 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, Mr. Nigel, I hear you.  Giving your information and asking 

your question does not mean you have to do it in a rude way.  Now, 

please remember that it's not easy to satisfy everybody. 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: It's not hard to do what the people ... 

  

CHAIRMAN: You asked Mr. Skyers a question,  Mr. Skyers do you wish to 

respond to that? 
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MR. SKYERS: No, I know Nigel long time, it's okay.  

Persons will disagree, everybody has an opinion, I respect 

everybody's opinion.  So what Nigel says now he would have said 

it ten years ago and he will say it ten years in the future.  That's his 

opinion.  

 

MR. CAMPBELL: That's a matter of fact.  Mr. Skyers, in terms of the contract, you 

guys drew up a contract and you came to us in Caledonia.  We 

signed these contracts around the table.  When you come and 

making this contract, none of us was there.  That means you guys 

made up your own contract, you came to us and we signed the 

contract.  Now, guess what?  You breached the contract, you are not 

living up to your end of the contract, because guess what, you are 

thinking the people are dumb and they don't read fine print, but 

not everybody do so.    

Now, Mr. Skyers, there is a bunch of things that's on the contract, I 

have my own and it was brought to my lawyer awhile ago.   Beause 

guess what,  Mr. Skyers?  We are going to court, even if it's me 

alone, court we going, we going to court, Mr.  Skyers.  

  

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Nigel Campbell, I am going ask you to stand still.  Ladies and 

gentlemen, I know Nigel years ago, I teach all his sons.  I am going 

to ask you some questions Mr. Campbell.  One, you said that they 
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came with a contract.  

 

MR. CAMPBELL: Yes.   

  

CHAIRMAN: Did you read the contract? 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: I have it read for me. 

  

CHAIRMAN: So you know what was on the contract?  

  

MR. CAMPBELL: Everything. 

 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Campbell, could you tell us some of the things that have not 

taken place? 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: For one, there is a section that tells us about noise emission, we 

don't get that, we never receive that money.  We signed the 

contract for a particular sum of money, and within them drawing 

extracting the bauxite from Caledonia, without no reason they cut 

the money in two what we signed for.  No apparent reason.  You 

understand, you just did that.  On the contract it also says that we 

are suppose to get our full amount until the pit is reclaimed and 

handed back over.  
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The next one is, sometime in 2012 we went to a meeting, I have all 

these papers.  There is a paper that I kind of requested that 

everything that was said at that meeting was suppose to be 

recorded like minutes, so I have a copy.  Everybody that was there, 

Mr. Skyers, was there.  Mr. Locus was there, the MP at the time was, 

Keith and Vance was there, you had KD there, Lloyd was there,  

they hear everything that was said.   Now,  there is a part that they 

are saying about the tank.  Now, Mr. Richards I was demonstrating  

for my right for clean water, that it's a right not given by 

Government, you were born with those rights, right for clean 

water, right to life and right for a living space.  Those are not given 

by no Government, you were born with those.   

  

MR. CAMPBELL: Now, Mr. Skyers suppose to do the tank how long, clean it and stuff 

like that.  But guess what?  I have people coming here to take 

sample of the water because I know that that water is dirty, so we 

drinking.   

  

DR. RICHARDS: You are saying that from that time till now ...  

  

CHAIRMAN: The tank was never cleaned? 

 

MR. CAMPBELL: Never cleaned.   
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CHAIRMAN: What is the other one? 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: They are suppose to step up and give a report.   

  

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Campbell, I am going to ask Mr.  Skyers to respond 

to that . 

  

MR. SKYERS: Mr. Richards, we can put the things the way we want to put it but I 

can give you facts.  When we met with you at Caledonia there has 

always been and issue with canal water before we came and mined 

there.  Notwithstanding that, what we agreed with the community 

down there is that, okay, some persons were not using the water, 

the water smells from long time.  Now, what they asked us to do as 

a Company, we must build a base out there and put four or five 

1,000 gallon tanks.  The community said to us, listen, put the tanks 

there, we will protect it, nobody can take it away.  We built the base, 

put the 5,000-gallon drums out there. that's 5,000-gallon of water, 

put trucks and put the water and every single tank missing, every 

single tank gone.  That answers the question, I don't have to go into 

that further.. 

 

CHAIRMAN: We know who move them? 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: Mr. Richards, you know, me, everybody know me.  Because of 
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hearsay you can't take that on.  If I knew personally who took them, 

believe you me Mr. Skyers me a call the police in the crowd and tell 

them, because you know mi nuh fraid, mi nuh fraid a nobody about 

this place yah.  Mi nuh fraid a nobody, Prime Minister, President, 

police, soldier, mi nuh fraid a nobody.  

  

CHAIRMAN: Nigel you are aware? 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: I am aware, I am more than aware.  

  

CHAIRMAN: That the tanks were removed? 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: Were stolen. 

  

CHAIRMAN: Are you aware of where they are, sir? 

  

MR. CAMPBELL: Mr. Richards, there are various reports all of them are hearsay. 

  

CHAIRMAN: How can you ask for something and when you get it you steal it.  

You have expressed a strong voice about the community.   

Let me tell you something, even at school, you know, before I took 

over as Principal, the previous principal put a drum there, 

additional drum to harness water and somebody went there and 

moved it.  Listen to this:  If you go up school right now there are 
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some desks and I have taken them out of the classroom because 

they are too crowded in there.  The Ministry of Education have to 

write them off before we can dispose of them, and before that even 

happen somebody has be going in there and taking out the desks 

and selling them.  I went there, sat and I wrote a note and put on 

the desk and tell the person, "I know you are stealing ..."  So what I 

am saying, you put things there and once it belong to Government 

they feel they must go in and take it out and the children are 

deprived of these, inconvenienced  .  We cannot operate like that 

community.  This is Madras, my first girlfriend come from Madras, 

so I love Madras.  So if things are here -- many of you not going 

anywhere else, nuh true?  And what you are asking for are things 

to make your life even better like other communities.  The thing 

about other communities is when they ask for things and they get 

the things they protect the things, you have to protect what you get.  

It can't be that you see somebody taking away the things and you 

shut up your mouth.   

  

DR. RICHARDS: We appreciate the turn out. You said a present mining area where 

the project started 2012.  We are here today looking at a 

progression.  Your concern is not for this forum, in essence.  I know 

what you are trying to say.  I am not trying to be rude, but it's not 

fitting for -- the Madrass people and the people from Barnstaple 

they have come here to discuss the project as its applying to them.  



NJBP II  Voluntary Public Consultation Meeting Report - Madras 

 
Conrad Douglas & Associates Limited 54 CD*PRJ 1336/18 
“Quality Service at its Best”   “Science & Technology for Sustainable Development” 

We are happy to get the feedback that there are things that you 

have to ensure that in dealing with Noranda you qualify and clarify 

itself, but we have to deal the issues that ...  

 

PARTICIPANT: I am going to talk about Madras now.   

Whole of us come from round here suh, we nuh come from 

Caledonia.  This is a farming community.  Me just a express myself.  

Mr. Skyers, big up Mr. Skyers. 

  

CHAIRMAN: Any other questions?   

  

MS. KING: Good evening, I am from Barnstaple District; my name is Iris King.  

My question, I was invited here.  I would like to know what they are 

going to do with me.  I am 73, I can't move about, me one live, my 

children don't live with me.   

  

MR. SKYERS: As it concerns lands and houses, there is a programme.  Those who 

have lands that are to be sold to the Company, you would have been 

told how to go about that.  Right now they haven't reached that 

stage yet in terms of who going to buy land and where.  The time 

will come when you who have land will be told what to do and 

where to go.  That will come later on.  All the land argument, all 

who have land  to be sold you will be told what to do.  You have 

people in Browns Town, when the it comes to buying land they are 
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in the Browns Town office, they will deal with it.  They will be told 

what to do when to do it.  I want to add something for information.  

Some persons want to disrupt the operation.  I just want to make a 

point to that, it's just recently we along with the Bauxite Institute 

they granted some money to the Parish Council, and you know 

what that money was for?  They are going to repair five tanks 

starting at Retirement and Caledonia.  

 

MS. LAWSON': I am Joyce Lawson from Barnstaple .My concern, suppose I am 

living between two pieces of land and they decide to mine those 

two pieces of land, how would it affect me? 

  

MR. SKYERS: Every situation is looked at separately.  When the time comes you 

might not have any land to sell, but maybe where you are they have 

to come through there.  Your land might not be in the bauxite, but 

you can get the road.  If they are going to mine beside you a 

discussion would have to take place whether you have land to sell 

or not.  They won't be mining and leaving you like that.  Each case 

is looked at. 

 

MS. LAWSON': Okay, thank you.   

  

MS. CODNER: Good afternoon everyone, I am Claudette Codner from Gibralta.  I 

have a concern with water right now.  Most of the people in the area 
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we have our own personal tank or drums and since the mining 

started -- the other day when the rain fall and you see the water 

coming off the house top it is very dirty. So I am concerned what is 

going to happen to us with our water during the mining, especially 

when they come closer to us.   

 

MR. SKYERS: You are talking behind the school. 

 

MS. CODNER: Yes. 

  

MR. SKYERS: We visited the school some time ago.  We have to look at it to see 

what is the cause of it.   we have to look at it to see what would be 

causing that.   

  

MISS BOWERS: Good evening, my name is Sylvia Bowers.  My first question is, she 

was saying if you have loved one who have a piece of land, what 

happen to those loved ones if you have to mine on those lands?  

And the next one is howdoes the dust spread?  You can be mining 

in Madras, people in Barnstaple miles away, the dust affect them.  

Because people have respiratory problems and a lot of people who 

are here now go to the hospital with respiratory problems and 

asthma who never used to have it.  My brother in the hospital for 

respiratory problems, and it would be from the mining in 

Caledonia, that dust is spreading in Barnstaple.  So does the 
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Environmental Health Department who tested find out if the dust 

will affect people, whether or not you have asthma or respiratory 

problems or not because I think our health comes in situations like 

this?  These are my concerns about the people.  And as she was 

saying, you might not mine my land but you mine around me, are 

you going to just leave me on this little thing and everything around 

me is holes, and I have to sit there and be affected by this dust?  

That's my question.   

  

MR. SKYERS: Couple of things here.  When we did the mining, what we do we put 

dust stations to manage the thing . We do the dust station so we can 

get readings off them to see what is coming off them, but the fact of 

the matter is the nearer you are to the active mining site, that is a 

possibility you can get more dust there, but we use different 

suppressants to keep it down.  But the most important thing to do 

is to put up the station as a monitoring station to see what is there 

so that we decide what we have to do.  Mining will give some 

negative spin off. 

 

MISS BOWERS: Is the Company doing the testing or is it Department of Health from 

the Company? 

  

MR. SKYERS: No.  Our information go to the JBI,  they are the monitoring agency.  

You have place called the Jamaica Bauxite Institute, they are the 
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regulatory body in the industry.  So all our information would go to 

them.  

 

MISS BOWERS: That's for the Company.  I would like an independent person from 

the Government.  I mean, it's not that I don't trust it, but I would 

like independent people to do the testing  and stuff like that. 

 

MR. SKYERS: You had mentioned about your loved ones.  If you are going to sell 

a piece of property and your loved ones was buried there.  The 

Company has a cemetery that they use best practices, get a funeral 

home that would come there and take up that and do the 

relocation.   A thing like that, it is important for you, but there is a 

programme in place where a cemetary is established over the years 

where you can move remains and it can be buried somewhere with 

the proper thing, headstone.  But for you to sell your land, 

obviously, the Company going to have some discussions.  The land 

selling is a discussion, negotiation.  We have some policies and 

programmes that is one, that's a Government requirement that we 

not going to mine a grave,  we not going to  mine a tomb.  No, that's 

not going to happen.   

  

DR. RICHARDS: Just a clarifications on that comment.  A part of the EIA process is a 

description of the existing environment.  So what we had to do is 

we had to go in and measure the physical environment, air quality, 
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if we found any streams we would have to test the water quality.  

We have to do particulate study, we had to do sulphur dioxide.  So 

we have those numbers, what we call the base line numbers within 

the new area.  So no mining is occurring in that area now, what is 

the concentration of dust, what's the concentration of sulphur 

dioxide, what's the concentration of nitrogen dioxide. 

  

MISS BOWERS: I have a question, you guys doing all these testings and it seems 

that there are a lot of people here who do not trust the Company. 

  

DR. RICHARDS: We are an independent consultancy firm who is hired by Noranda 

to do the EIA.  When we go anywhere we are like NEPA's agent, so 

that is a part of the process, we are independent of Noranda. 

 

PARTICIPANT: But you working for them, they employ you. 

 

DR. RICHARDS: We know that, but we are independent of Noranda, Noranda 

doesn't dicatate how we do our quality control.  We have to supply 

this to NEPA.  All this information at the end of the day  goes to 

NEPA.   

 

MISS BOWERS: I understand that if you are coming to do some testing and stuff like 

that, do your company bring an agent of the Government along 

with you?  A lot of people don't trust you guys, and they prefer to 
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have someone who not working from the company.   

 

DR. RICHARDS: Someone from where? 

  

MISS BOWERS: From the Government, who will come with you guys, to work with 

you guys or oversee you guys.  You have to have an oversight 

community  that is watching you guys, because you are running the 

Company and Jamaica have a lot of money floating around and 

people can float money to get the result they want, and it seems 

there is a lot of mistrust going on here.  So that's my concern. 

(A P P L A U S E).  

 

MR. COLE: Good afternoon to everybody.  My name is Gilbert Cole, I born in 

this number here 1938.   I love to see good road, and that me come 

here for; I want to see good road. 

  

CHAIRMAN: These persons are not persons who deal with the public road.   

  

MR. SKYERS: I hear the point, sir.  I hear the point about Madras and road.  As a 

Company we assist with that from time to time.  We form 

partnership with Government agencies and we assist with road 

programmes.  We say to the people in Government that if we doing 

road programme, we look at that and Madras we can just make a 

note of that and have it on our list, but we can't make a commitment 
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to that but we do that from time to time.   

    

PARTICIPANT: I am hear to ask you a favour.  There is a pit, everyone who pass 

through see the pit mined out, and when the rain fall there is a sink 

hole down there, and  . . . the gully bruck whey.  We a ask yuh a 

favour, me a ask you a favour, me come here to beg you a favour.  I 

want somebody to come here and si, and mi nuh haffi  get lawyer fi 

defend me where me live.  All of them people here going through 

the same thing.  Me come here to beg you a favour, me come out a 

mi house right deh suh bruk  whey,  and dem something deh a 

money fi  cast it and fix it.   

  

MR. SKYERS: Anyway, talk to me afterwards.   

 

MR. FOSTER: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Fosters from Gibralta.  I 

believe you suppose to hear about me.  Now, I would ask if you 

could please send somebody by my home, I have two tanks there; 

they just mining beside me over the other side and it's a burning 

shame to see me have to let out one of my tank full of water, and 

that little money we are getting that can't full one of my tank.  

That's what I have to say.   

  

MR. SKYERS: I will take your number when I finish.  

MR. FOSTER: I beg you, please, to send somebody to see it.   
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MR. SKYERS: At the end I will get your number when I leave here. 

 

MS. DUNBAR: Good afternoon everybody, I wasn't here earlier I am not sure what 

the presentation was really about.    

I am Arlene Clarke Dunbar and I live right in the middle of 

Richmond Pen as you look at the map, that's where my house is.  So 

I would be in the middle of the mines if you decide to mine that 

area.  My concern is when, what timeframe are we looking at for 

you moving into the area?  That is what I want to know. 

  

DR. RICHARDS: This would be you here in Richmond Pen.  (Indicating).  So we are 

down here now, and most of the mining for the next five years will 

be in this location.  As I was saying at the start of this, it's being 

developed in five year tranche.  Some people, probably those on 

this side or down here might not see any mining for the next 10, 15 

years.  I am almost sure most of the mining will be taking place here 

for the next five years.  This might be another five years.  And I am 

saying right now we don't have the details of that happening.  So at 

the end of the EIA process when we have the mandatory, Noranda 

will have to provide us with an idea as to -- you know, have a map 

and say five years, 15 years, 20 years, when we can provide you 

with something like that. 
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MISS HAMILTON: Good evening everybody.  I sat here and I listened when 

Dr. Richards was talking and when he mentioned about Kaiser 

giving help, a lot of people mumbling and making noise.  My name 

is Monica Hamilton, I am living in Madras.  My son had a 

scholarship from Kaiser, which he is doing well in CASE.  And 

Mr. Skyers, I am proud sir, because you were behind my son and I 

am a proud mother and I know later on it's going to be good for me, 

and I on behalf of mothers I just want to say we are sorry for the 

disrespect of the people but that's okay.  Thank you my son is in 

CASE.    

(A P P L A U S E). 

  

MR. HAMILTON: Good afternoon Chairperson and those that come from the 

Environmental Department, happy that you are in Madras.   My 

name is Lynford Hamilton, born and grown right here in Madras.  I 

just want to add to what Ms. Hamilton has just said concerning my 

son, that he has been assisted by Kaiser with a scholarship and we 

are proud of him and I am very glad for the assistance of the 

Company.  I also want to say that there are benefits from Kaiser, 

but there are lots of Jamaicans that just sit back and fold them hand 

and say my nuh care, just stand suh and nuh business with nothing.  

But dem se if you want good your nose have to run, and if you want 

find  'himback', yuh haffi dig wood land.  Some of wi if you want to 

get something you have to search for it.  It is there, the benefit is 
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there at Kaiser but you need to search for it.  Nobody going to carry 

it, Kaiser not going come and around and say we have such and 

such giving out, you need to search for it.   

 

MR. HAMILTON: My concern Mr. Skyers,  

I hear the gentleman from Caledonia speak about that pit, and they 

are happy for the way you have helped.  You fence it around but, 

sir, I must say it is still a danger.  Anything plunge over that 

precipice it's gone forever.  We need it right by the corner coming 

down just as you leave the shop and come down where the street 

is.  Yes, right there (Indicating)  A truck and the police jeep crash 

there the other day.  Luckily the truck was going up, because maybe 

is over there we would gone.  Thank God nothing wrong with 

anybody.  We are asking, sir, if you could get that fixed, that pit be 

reclaimed.  We would be thankful if you could get it done.  Down by 

Cross Roads there where you have that mining two side of the road, 

you go around, two side, that's another dangerous spot.  Even 

though it has been wired and fenced off we are asking, it is very 

close to the road, we are asking if you could get it also reclaimed 

for us.  I don't think I am saying this for myself, I am saying it on 

behalf of the communities, Barnstaple,  Caledonia, Gibralta, Madras 

all the drivers that drive there, it is a very dangerous spot and we 

are begging you, sir, please do something for us at that spot.   
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MR. SKYERS: Those are on the cards to be dealt with.  Based on the reclamation 

programme they are not far away to start.  

 

PARTICIPANT: Hello. I am an old woman now I can hard say anything much again, 

but what I am saying to you, please, I live in Madras, right up there, 

carmen Scott, 1940, the 9th of March, I born.    The house I have up 

there, the whole place mash down, crack up.  Please I am asking 

you to come and check it.  The field that I plant, see it there, you can 

stay right here and see it, the dust kill off my field.    

(A P P L A U S E). 

Right now my sinus destroying me.  I can hardly see through the 

sinus, and I am asking you, please, to check it out and remember 

Madras.  Take care of Madras, Madras not getting any assistance.  

(A P P L A U S E). 

Take charge and see what going on, please.    

 

MR. GAYLE: Good afternoon, Mr. Skyers, I want to ask you one question.  I am 

Michael Gayle, live in Madras.  Noranda had promised me about the 

playfield out there.  What is the plan you have for it? 

  

MR. SKYERS: We have a request for a playfield out there. we have looked at it, 

but one of the problems we are having is to get access to come with 

a tractor.  
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MR. GAYLE: We go already. 

  

MR. SKYERS: That was part of the preparation.  Once we find a route we are 

going to make some plans what can be done, but the main problem 

was the access,  so that is still being looked at, but the plan we have 

was whatever work that needs to be done in the area, that field,  

that has to be done in the summer months when school is out of 

session.  But now we are saying about the route that has been 

found, we are going to look at that and see what can be done.  We 

are committing ourselves to doing that once the route is there. 

 

CHAIRMAN: All right, I think that you have realized that the same kind of 

questions are surfacing and I think that the most one is dust and 

the tank and so on.  Mr. Skyers has made a commitment and now 

Dr. Richard has the final thing to say.    

  

PARTICIPANT: Concerning the thing about the spreading of dust, how long after 

you read it -- after you read  it what happen after that?  One more 

thing, I have a piece of land with citrus, and  I decide to exchange 

the land.  Afternoon exchanging the land, I reap, every year I make 

like just roughly say $50,000.  I exchanged the land with you, I 

believe you should plant back the citrus, pay me during the years it 

take from the little harvest of it without a one off payment.   
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MR. SKYERS: That kind of discussion, when the land valuator talking, those are 

the things that you put forward.  You have your right to put forward 

your argument, put forward what is best for your land.  You have 

citrus on your land, you negotiate, you discuss it with them, put 

your proposal, it will be looked at.    

  

PARTICIPANT: The dust, how long it take to read that?   

  

MR. SKYERS: The Environmental Department looked at it. The monitoring 

station's main objective is to see what is happening.  So once you 

see it there in its  normal levels, that's okay, nothing is done.  When 

you see it go over the normal levels you find out what's being done, 

what has caused that and you take instant action to control that.   

 

PARTICIPANT: I have a family with five of us, mining take place, I live like on the 

hill.  You pay me for the dust for my house what about my family? 

  

MR. SKYERS: When we give you a payment, what they are  saying to you, okay, 

you are living there you already likely to be faced with certain dust.  

Not that we paying you for the dust, we can't.  Our main objective 

is to reduce that.  But, you know something will happen sometimes, 

inconvenience, so that's why we give it.  Not to say it going to make 

you sick, we don't expect that to happen.  That is why the 

monitoring stations will tell us what is happening, what do we need 
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do know, because it's monitoring everything and the reading from 

the monitoring go to the Bauxite Institute.  We use it to take 

immediate action.    

(Cross-talking) 

  

CHAIRMAN: We have to bring this meeting to a close.  We have  a umber of 

issues, and at this point I am going to be bringing the meeting to a 

close.  From my vantage point, don't worry about the persons who 

are going to raise eye brows.   the fact of the matter is  that we are  

getting information and you understand the heart beat of the 

persons and Mr. Skyers and Dr. Richards and a their associates, I 

know you are in a better frame of mind to know what to do.    

 

PARTICIPANT: Next time you going to have meeting at either Barnstaple or 

Madras, we not coming, because we have our little district where 

you can come and keep a meeting too.  

 

PARTICIPANT: That mean oonu don't respect us. 

 

CHAIRMAN: They are trying the make it as central as possible. 

  

MR. SKYERS: We will have meeting with you over there.  We have different kinds 

of meeting you know. 
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MR. SKYERS: Time is going to come when we going to have meeting in your 

special zone.   

  

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen, and thanks to our 

technical team.  Dr. Richards, thank you so much and we look 

forward to another meeting.  Please, ladies and gentlemen, keep 

the comments coming.  Mr. Skyers is here and I am sure he has a 

listening ear, and I am sure in time he will be meeting back with 

you and Dr. Richard will be meeting back with you.  Thank you very 

much, have a good evening.) (Adjournment taken at 6:55 p.m.)  
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