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Introduction and Rationale 

The seed for the “Great River Watershed Youth and Environment Conference 2003,” held on Tuesday July 15 to Wednesday July 16 2003, was planted at the GRWMC’s annual general meeting held October 2002.  From this meeting came the overwhelming concerns for the need for greater awareness among our young people on environmental issues as expressed by communities regarding the need to educate youth about pressing environmental concerns such as solid waste disposal and water borne illnesses related to the abuse of agricultural chemicals and improper sewage disposal.

Towards the implementation of this activity a planning committee was established on which there was representation from the following thirteen organizations:

· Montego Bay Community College

· Knockalva Agricultural School

· Montego Bay Marine Park

· Youth Ministry of the Western Jamaica Conference of Seventh Day Adventists

· St. James 4H Clubs

· Social Development Commission

· Catadupa Youth Club

· Content Progressive Youth Club

· National Water Commission

· The United Church of Jamaica

· National Environment and Planning Agency

· Ridge to Reef Watershed Project

· Hanover Environmental Trust

The planning committee was headed by an executive composed of a representative of the lead agency for the Conference – the Jamaica 4-H Club, a chair and vice chair, R2RW representative, and a contracted conference coordinator.

The members of the executive were:

· Mr. Oscene Barrett – Chairman, President of the Ecology Club, Montego Bay Community College and resident of the Catadupa Community

· Mr. Marvin Williams – Vice-chair, Representative of the United Church of Jamaica and resident of the Lambs River Community

· Mrs. Janet Lowe – Field Services Coordinator for Western Jamaica 4-H Clubs.

· Mr. Leo Douglas – R2RW representative

· Mrs. Marline Stephenson-Dalley – Contracted conference coordinator

There were 6 meetings of the planning committee.  The committee provided direction by providing consensus on the following:

Five Most Important Conference Objectives

· To bring together (network) young persons to discuss environmental issues and recruit youth for the environmental cause.

· To acknowledge, honour and celebrate youth involved in environmental activities and create incentives for the development of environmental leaders.

· To enhance awareness on environmental issues and foster stewardship of the environment.

· To identify opportunities for careers in environmental fields/sector including agriculture.

· To demonstrate the link between the environment and every day life issues, laws and practices.

Conference Theme:  “Youth making a difference in the Environment” 

Overall Conference Structure

· Target youth within the age group of 15 – 30 years old.

· Invite 100 participants (not including conference staff and resource persons).

· Participants would be drawn from the communities of the GRW through the agencies which service this geographic area including churches, schools, youth clubs, 4-H clubs, NGOs, other CBOs.

· The conference would be held at Team Work Associates Christian Center in Torado Heights, Iron Shore.

· Be held as a two-day residential conference for all the youth participants.

· Will include a field trips to examine limestone geology, a forest and marine/coastal ecosystem.

· Include displays and posters from agencies involved in the Great River Watershed Management Committee.

· Will use drama, dance, small group discussions, demonstrations and displays to engage participants.

Invitations were extended to organizations/clubs throughout the Great River Watershed communities and a total of 111 registrations received. Total number of participants who attended however was 85, this included  15 participants from the Rio Grande watershed area in Portland.   The sex ratio was 41 males and 44 females.  

The conference participants were from the following 30 organisations:

1. Anchovy High School 4-H Club

2. Boundbrook Citizens Association

3. CASE Environmental club

4. Castle Heights Youth Club

5. Cedar Grove Pepper Growers Group

6. Content Progressive Youth Club

7. Elim Environmental Club

8. Harrison Memorial High School

9. Kew Park Youth Club

10. Knockalva 4-H Club

11. Lambs River United Youth Club

12. Lethe All Age 4-H Club

13. Mafoota Youth Club

14. Montego Bay Community College Ecology Club

15. Montego Bay High 4-H Club

16. Mt. Horeb All Age 4-H Club

17. Mt. Pleasant A.Y (SDA)

18. Mt. Salem A.Y (SDA)

19. New Generation Youth Club

20. Passley Gardens Youth Club

21. Pisgah All Age

22. Plantation Heights Youth Club

23. Port Antonio Police Youth Club

24. Prospect Youth Club

25. Retrieve All Age 4-H Club

26. Spring Field All Age 4-H Club

27. St. James A. Y. Federation

28. Sting Youth Club

29. Tower Hill All Age 4-H Club

30. Westmoreland A. Y. Federation (SDA)

Conference Program Summary

CONFERENCE DAY 1

Pickup to March into Auditorium

Pick up and transportation from the number 1 Post Office to the venue went smoothly.  Ms Iris Smith 4-H leader was appointed monitor, with the responsibility of boarding participants, who filled out registration forms en-route to the venue. These forms on arrival were exchanged for conference packages complete with:

· Stationery

· ID Badge

· Map of the Great River Watershed area

· R2RW April to June 2003 newsletter 

· T-shirt with the slogan “A Fi Wi Environment Teck Care A It”  

· The It Haffi Legal Campaign 14 poster booklet

· Flyer: Profile of the Great River Watershed

· R2RW one page flyer 

· List of Exhibitors

· The NEPA Environmental Conservation Pledge

Check in was completed by Trevor Spence who conducted a brief orientation session.  At registration participants were placed in two groups representing Land and Sea.  These groups marched in for the start of the opening ceremony in their respective groups with their colour coded conference kits and flags to the strains of the SDA drum corp.

Opening Ceremony

The program for the opening ceremony is given in Appendix 1.  Highlights from the opening ceremony were:

· Leo Douglas, Acting Chief of Party, gave an overview on the R2RW’s involvement in the conference and a presentation on “What is a watershed.”
· Keynote Speaker, Ms. Elizabeth Emanuel, Government of Jamaica Advisor to the ENACT programme, delivered a passionate address for youth to become more engaged in local environmental stewardship activities.

· Senator Noel Monteith’s address, called for youth to take responsibility for their actions as the future leaders in the watershed.
Special certificates of recognition were presented to Thera Edwards of NEPA and Karen Mc Donald-Gayle of USAID as outstanding young persons who were making outstanding professional contributions to environmental protection.  Letters of commendation came from R2RW Chief of Party, Mark Nolan.  These were read by Leo Douglas.

Antonio Buddington had the honour of presenting the keynote speaker, Ms. Elizabeth Emanuel
, with a framed poster from the “It haffi legal public awareness campaign”.  The conference was officially declared open by the Honourable Senator Noel Monteith who commended R2RW for the work it was undertaking especially with young people in communities across western Jamaica.
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Thera Edwards and Karen McDonald-Gayle are all smiles as they show off their awards
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Antonio Buddington had the honour of presenting the keynote speaker, Mrs Elizabeth Emmanuel 

Government of Jamaica Advisor to the ENACT programme, with a framed poster from the “It haffi 

legal public awareness campaign”
Apologies for absence came from Carlette Faloon of JET, Vincent Guthrie of The Ministry of Education, Don Streete Chairman of he GRWMC and Sadie Dixon of RADA.

Exhibits

Of the Seventeen exhibitors invited to mount displays, fourteen responded favourably.  Sandals Montego Bay declined at the last moment because of an environmental audit slated to take place the same week for their green globe certification The Hanover Environmental Trust did not show up. Jamaica 4-H Club merged their vermiculture exhibit with the RADA display.  The fourteen exhibitors enhanced the conference, created variety and shared valuable information with the participants.  The booth that drew the greatest attention was undoubtedly the Institute of Jamaica’s display from their Natural History Division.  Our exhibitors were as follows:

Bird Life Jamaica

College of Agriculture Science & Education

Forestry Department

Half Moon Resort

Hope Zoo

Natural History Division, Institute of Jamaica

Knockalva Agricultural School

Montego Bay Marine Park

National Water Commission

National Environment and Planning Agency

Pesticide Control Authority

Rural Agricultural Development Authority

Ridge to Reef Watershed Project

Tourism Product Development Company Ltd.
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Senator Noel Monteith accompanied by Karen McDonald-Gayle (USAID), Lenworth Fulton (Ja 4-H Club) 

and Leo Douglas (R2RW) view Natural History Division’s (Institute of Jamaica) exhibits.

[image: image4.jpg]\M"l

Great River Watershed Youth and





Andrew Ross from the Montego Bay Marine Park shows off a baby shark to members of the touring party.

Only eleven of the exhibitors were able to maintain their display over two days but they were well received and gave another dimension to the conference.  Those not displaying on Day 2 included Bird Life Jamaica, CASE, and the Institute of Jamaica.
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Senator Noel Monteith and Acting Chief of Party, R2RW,  Leo Douglas discuss R2RW’s involvement in 

agriculture and land husbandry in the RADA booth.
Media Coverage

There was extensive media coverage surrounding the conference as follows:

· 45 – pre conference media promos giving the date, venue, objectives and major sponsors across two media houses (Hot 102 and Power 106).

· A one-hour pre event interview was done by Acting Chief of Party Leo Douglas on The programme “My place” with host Tony Young on KLAS FM 89 on Monday July 14th.

· Well representation of the media in at the opening ceremony.

· Two live outside broadcasts simultaneously 2:30 to 5:00pm on Power 106 and Hot 102 on the programmes Laing and Company with Tony Laing & Durvan Malcolm and the undersigned respectively.  Laing and Company also had a total of 6 youth within the target age group who benefited from the exchange of information through their “Young Power” initiative.  Persons interviewed on both stations included the Acting Chief of Party Leo Douglas, Thera Edwards (Manager, Sustainable Watersheds Branch/NEPA), Onyige Chigozilli (Public Education Branch/NEPA) Karen McDonald Gayle (Office of the Environment /USAID) , Barrington Taylor (Conservation Officer/ NEPA), Lebert Dennis (Catadupa Community and GRWMC Compliance and Enforcement Task Force), Anthonio Buddington (President of the MBCC Ecology Club and R2RW Youth Conference Summer Intern) among others.
· Prime Time News coverage of the opening ceremony on TVJ the same evening (Tuesday July 15th).  The opening ceremony was also aired on CVM’s morning newscast on the second day of the conference.

· Local Cable television coverage.
· Jamaica Observer, Western Bureau, Saturday July 19, 2003. Title:  Great River Youth get Environment Conscious.

· Daily Gleaner, Western Bureau (Saturday, July 26, 2003). Title: Schools to look at Organic Farming.

· Daily Gleaner (Tuesday, September 16, 2003).  Caption: Thera Edwards being presented with Certificate by Senator Noel Monteith.

Tuesday Nights Activities - Rap Session/Environmental Church Service

The rap session at the Great River Youth & Environment Conference 2003 began with a spiritual yet, entertaining church service. The service was used as a medium to channel the Bible’s perspective on the environment into the conference’s overall program.

Participants were willing to take part in the preliminaries of this service. It began with a ten minute uplifting song service, followed by a scripture reading and prayer.  Oscene Barrett, participant and chairman of the Y&E Conference committee, delivered a ten-minute sermon on religion and the environment. He highlighted that God had created all creatures on earth and it is our responsibility to preserve and sustain this beautiful earth and its resources. 

After thirty minute of ‘Bible Environment’, participants engaged in an interactive mini quiz about what they had learnt on the first day about the environment. This was coordinated by Mr. Trevor Spence. This session took approximately twenty minutes to conclude.

The rap session ended on a high note with a thrilling talent show. Participants performed various songs, dances and jokes during this section, which ended at 10:30pm.  Participants were allowed a half an hour social time before lights out at 11:00pm.

Most Important Lessons Learned

Of a list of 12 proposed lessons learned from Day 1of the conference the two most important lessons learnt as voted on by the participants were as follows:

· Youths can make a difference in the preservation of the environment – 31 votes.

Man is responsible for most of the damage done to the environment – 19 votes.

CONFERENCE DAY 2

Field Trips

The participants woke up at 4:30am to get ready for their respective field trips at 5:00am. They were separated into there groups (Land & Sea). The members of the Sea Group went on the coastline along Iron Shore to investigate coastal ecology and geology with a team of experts comprised of Andrew Ross (Montego Bay Marine Park), Marlon Hibbert (Centre for Marine Sciences, University of the West Indies) and Richard Kelly (Fisheries Division, Ministry of Agriculture). All the participants actively engaged in this activity where they gained much knowledge.   The Land group went into the dry limestone forest behind the venue to explore that eco system and its attendant features with experts Herlitz Davis (BirdLife Jamaica), Thera Edwards (Botanist/NEPA), Leo Douglas (Ridge to Reef Watershed Project).  (See Appendix 3 for field trip handouts)  

Watershed Challenge Quiz

The Watershed Challenge Quiz provided some keen competition for the Land and Sea teams.  After a hard fought 2 rounds of one alternating segment and a buzzer section Land’s team was victorious. The winning team comprised Maisilyn Campbell from Prospect Youth Club, Leonard Shaw from Tomorrows People Youth Club, Oscene Barrett MBCC Ecology Club, Shoapan Williams from CASE Environmental Club and Trudy Lawrence MBCC Ecology Club.  Congratulations on a fairly well played and exciting match.  The judges were Thera Edwards, Karen McDonald-Gayle and Mr. Ritchie from Pesticide Control Authority.  The questions for the quiz may be seen in Appendix 7.

Environmental Laws Protect Our Rights

The following were recorded and the major points and recommendations captured from the highly interactive and supported session – “Environmental Laws Protect Our Rights”.

· There is a need for greater networking and collective lobbying among youth organizations regarding environmental protection.

· Promotion of advocacy training and experiences among youth groups.

· Promoting the use of community arrests of environmental offenders.

· Environmental offenders should do community service when caught.

· There should be constant and sustained media attention on institutions and corporations which are known to have a record of poor environmental practices such as poor garbage disposal by Kentucky Fried Chicken in Montego Bay.  The media should be used to make them embarrassed.

· Businesses and Corporations should be pressured to police their own garbage disposal.

· Youth Club action to educate their own community members and effect change can produce measurable results, examples given from the Haughton Grove Community.  

· Collective advocacy using Conferences and Task Forces of GRWMC should be used to prepare petitions and resolutions in support or in opposition to ongoing environmental activities.

· Promote local businesses that use recycled materials, such as tyres, cardboard, metals and plastics.

The following were listed by participants as possible actions that Youth Organizations could take immediately towards greater awareness of the country’s environmental laws:

· Taking the Conference messages into community meetings and incorporating them in the programmes of Youth Groups.

· Church meetings regarding environmental issues.

· Starting within the home to promote better environmental practices.

· Start environmental education at basic school level upwards.

Awards/Closing Ceremony

Nominations were invited for persons who were considered worthy of recognition for their environmental work in their communities/clubs (See appendix 4 Nomination form).  Only 10 nominations were received and three persons were awarded.  Awardees were Lebert Dennis (vice president of the Catadupa United Club, Joel McLeod (Secretary of the Shettlewood Police Youth Club) and Pamella Stephens (secretary – Pisgah All Age Parent Teachers Association).

Members of the winning land team were given certificates for their achievement.  An enlarged copy of the environmental Conservation pledge was posted and signed by most of the participants.  Land’s team penned a song at the conference, which is included (See Appendix 5).

(Please see Appendix 8 for comparative data relating to pre/post conference questionnaire)

Thank you letters were sent out to all exhibitors, presenters and relevant individuals who helped to make the conference a success.

MAJOR FINDINGS

1. Of the 84 participants, less than 6% had visited any of the 5 major nature tourism destinations in the watershed (Mountain Valley Rafting, Nature Village, Rocklands Bird Sanctuary and Feeding Station, Animal Farm, Blue Hole Nature Park).  In addition less than 5% had visited the Montego Bay Marine Park (NB – the majority of those who had visited the Park had done so at the invitation of the R2RW project’s World Wetlands Day activity in February 2003).  

2. Participants were generally aware of the major sources of commercial and industrial land based solid waste pollution.  Participants felt strongly that collective lobbying could prevent commercial enterprises such as KFC from continuing the perpetuation this problem.

3. Participants felt strongly that Christian youth organizations had been under-utilised as a vehicle to spread environmental messages.

4. Participants felt that youth organizations were not sufficiently involved by the GRWMC in environmental education and decision-making processes about their immediate environment and they expressed the sentiment that this was primarily because of their relatively inflexible availability due to school/work time constraints.  

5. Participants noted that a mechanism needed to be established through which they might network and continue to participate regarding environmental issues after the conference.

6. Overall, the GRW stakeholders felt that there was a number of commendable young persons who had done outstanding community service but very few, if any, thought that there were youth who had contributed in any way to environmental conservation or public awareness re environmental matters to meet the criteria of the conference nomination form.

7. Participants related readily to the session on Environmental Laws Protect our Rights and expressed the strongest concerns on solid waste issues and issues related to the use of farm chemicals.  This was in strong contrast to the Portland Youth Forum where biodiversity and eco-tourism issues were the major issue of concern (e.g. collection of the Giant Swallowtail Butterfly, condition of the Rio Grande including sand mining).

8. Participants were generally unaware of the importance of forests and were not generally motivated regarding the need to reforest denuded lands. Only 9% of the participants thought that the major environmental issues on the island were related to deforestation.  However over 21% fell that on a global scale deforestation was the most important environmental problem.  
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE CONFERENCE EVENTS 

Based on the response received the following has been recommended for the planning and management of future conferences:

· The conference be held at a time when students and teachers (who are also important youth leaders) are in school and not when they are on holidays as it can be difficult to locate them.

· More science teachers should be invited to participate.

· There is longer notice to permit students to prepare and bring projects to the conference.

· The number of participants is increased to twice the numbers at this conference.

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

· Finding way to track participants’ environmental activities post conference. Example, invite them to call or write to update us on any projects being undertaken and to invite local media involvement in these projects.

· Encourage participants where necessary, to write letters to the relevant authorities regarding breaches of the environmental laws. Utilize video outputs of conference in communities and clubs so as to increase sensitisation of the areas examined at conference.  

· Target participants who have volunteered to serve on various task forces for involvement.

APPENDIX 1
Program of Opening Ceremony
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APPENDIX 2

Great River Youth and Environment Conference 2003

Conference Objectives

1. To bring together young persons to discuss environmental issues and recruit youth for the environmental cause.

2. To acknowledge, honour and celebrate youth involved in environmental activities and create incentives for the development of environmental leaders.

3. To enhance awareness on environmental issues and foster stewardship of the environment.

4. To identify opportunities for careers in environmental fields/sector including agriculture.

5. To demonstrate the link between the environment and every day life issues, laws and practices.

Programme

Theme:
    Youth Making a Difference in the Environment
	Day 1 - July 15, 2003

	7:00 - 8:30 am
	Arrival

	7:30 - 9:00 am
	Registration, check in, completion of conference questionnaire, orientation

	9:00 - 9:45 am
	Refreshments

	9:45 - 10:00 am 
	Seventh Day Adventist Drum Corp

Land & Sea Assemble

	10:00 - 10:05am
	Land & Sea groups entrance into auditorium

	10:05 - 11:30 am
	Official Opening Ceremony

	11:30 am - 12 noon
	Official party tour & view exhibits

	12 noon - 1:00 pm
	Lunch

	1:00 - 1:30 pm
	Exhibits Time!! – see all you can

	1:30 - 1:50 pm
	Ice breaker/introductions/Conference objectives (Trevor Spence)

	1:50pm - 2:30 pm
	The Environment & You (Stewardship and Awareness)

(Presenter - Elizabeth Emmanuel)

	2:30 - 3:15 pm
	Performance – ‘Wey Yuh Dash Wey Nuh Wash Wey’ - The Action Boyz 

	3:15 - 3.45 pm
	Agriculture & the Environment

(Presenter Hugh Graham)

	Day 1 - July 15, 2003 (cont’d)

	3:45 - 4:45 pm
	Careers in the environment

1.    Marine Sciences - Richard Kelly

2. Agriculture/Fisheries - Hugh Graham

3. Natural Resources Management  - Thera Edwards

4. Environmental Education - Onyije Chigozili

5. Environmental Consulting/Zoo Management – Orlando Robinson

6. Summary of other Enviro Related Career Options – Thera Edwards & Trevor Spence (solid waste management, engineering, sociology, environmental law, policy and legislation)

(PANEL)

	4:45 - 6:00 pm
	Shower

	6:00 - 7:00 pm
	Blessing of Meal & Dinner

	7:00 - 9:00 pm
	Youth Conference Enviro Church Service

Rap Time!!!: Talent Show and Games

	10:00 pm
	Lights Out

	Day 2 - July 16, 2003

	4:30 - 5:00 am
	Wake up call /get ready to go

	5:00 - 7:00 am
	Explore Nature In The Conference Back-Yard (Forest and Coastal Ecosystems)

	7:00 - 8:00 am
	Shower and get ready

	8:00 - 9:00 am
	Breakfast

	9:00 - 9:10 am
	(MILLE) Most Important Lessons Learnt – Trevor Spence

	9:10 - 9:40 am
	Field Trip Recap 

Power Point Presentation of both trips by Thera Edwards (NEPA)/Andrew Ross (Montego Bay Marine Park)

	9.40 - 10:25 am
	Tourism & the Environment 

Presenter Arlene McKenzie, Tourism Product Development Company (including career talk on Eco Tourism/Nature Tourism) 

	10:25 - 11:10 am
	Poverty, Health & the Environment

Presenter Lemuel Brady


	Day 2 - July 16, 2003 (cont’d)

	11:10 - 11:50 am


	Biodiversity & Environmental Conservation

Presenter Wendy Lee, Executive Director of the St. Ann Environment Protection Association

	11:50 am - 12:50 pm
	Lunch

	12:50 - 1:40 pm
	The Watershed Challenge Quiz with Marline Stephenson
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	Environmental Laws Protect Our Rights.  It Haffi Legal Iyah video presentation, jingle & posters

Presenter Trevor Spence, Governance and Natural Resources Specialist of R2RW



	2:05 - 2:25 pm
	Coffee Break

	2:25 - 2:50 pm
	Exhibition Summary

	2:50 - 3:10 pm
	How to get involved: Green Village Program, Plant-A-Tree Program, Designing your own programs, joining/volunteering for environmental Organizations, becoming a member of a GRWMC Task Force – Leo Douglas

	3:10 - 3:40 pm
	Awards and return of post conference Questionnaire/Environmental Pledge

Closing Ceremony and Vote of Thanks

	3:40 - 4:00 pm
	Departure
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APPENDIX 3

Exploring a Coastal Ecosystem

Salt Pan, Salt Plane

Characteristics:

· Highly Saline Soil

· Brine Ponds

· Salt Tolerant Plants and Trees: Note adaptations to get rid of salt

· Flood Tolerant Plants and Trees: Note adaptations for high water

· Land Crabs, Burrowing Crabs?

· Wading Birds

· Lizards, Snails,

· Burrowing Animals, Crabs, Worms

· Fairy Shrimp (Brine Ponds)

Rubble Dunes

Characteristics:

· Rubble, Large Soil Particles, Stones, Corals: Why?

· Large Pieces of Shell

· Logs and Wood Debris

· Coconuts and Seeds

· Raised Area Above Surrounding Terrain: Why?

· Salt Tolerant Plants, Trees: Why not flood tolerant?

· Land and Shore Crabs: How many types?

· Birds

· Lizards, Snails

· Shore Shrimps, Sand Fleas

Beach, Wave Break

Characteristics:

· Intermittent Tidal Inundation, Wave Influence

· Finer Soil Particles, Effected By Daily Tides: Note changes in particle size along the shore, and associated smells

· Particles Often Sorted Into Sizes: Why?

· Washed-Up Marine Organisms including Sea Fans and Sea Grass

· Marine Crabs and Shore Crabs: How many species

· Shore Shrimps, Sand Fleas

· Small Fish: In The Waves

· Shore Birds, Sea Birds

· Washed Up Seeds

· Snails, Clams and Worms: Infauna, underground, dig

Seagrass Beds, Algal Beds and Sand Flats

Characteristics:

· Under shallow water, Tidal Influence, But Always Wet.

· Seagrass: several species, look like grass. How many?

· Algae: from angel hair to little trees. How many?

· Fish, Crabs, Shrimp, Snails, Worms, Sea Cucumbers, Starfish, Sea Mice

· Anemones, Corals, Sea Urchins, Stinging Worms, Jellyfish, Scorpion Fish

· Clams, Worms and Snails Underground: 

· Wading Birds, Sea Birds

How much Human Influence Have You Seen?

What Might Be It’s Impact? 

APPENDIX 4

Exploring A Terrestrial Ecosystem – The Dry Limestone Forest

What is an ecosystem?

An ecosystem is any system in which there is an interdependence upon and interaction between living organisms and their immediate physical, chemical and biological environment. Ecosystems operate on a wide variety of scales, ranging from Tropical Forests to small rock pools and in each nutrients and matter move continuously between the various components, often in well defined cyclical pathways.
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What is a forest?

A forest is a plant formation that composed of trees the crowns of which touch, so forming a continuous canopy. Some forests have vertical layers of vegetation.

What is a dry limestone forest?

A dry limestone forest is a forest which is formed on limestone and occurs in an area with very low rainfall.

What are some of the noticeable features of a dry limestone forests?

· Limestone outcrops.

· Keystone species such as Maiden Plum, Red Birch and Burn Wood.

· Trees of small diameters.

· Deep layer of undecomposed leaf litter.

· Thin soil layer.

· Dry soil.

· Absence of a shrub layer.

· Climbers are rare or absent

· Few epiphytes.

· Extensive seedlings that are unevenly distributed.

Activity Guide

List some of the trees you have seen in the forest.

Look on the trunks and branches of trees. List and describe what you see.

List some of the other types of plants you have seen in the forest.

List some birds that you have seen or heard in the forest.

List some of the other fauna that you have seen in the forest.

Describe the rocks (geology) of the forest.

How deep is the soil?

How deep is the leaf litter?

Turn over rocks and dig in the soil. List anything you find.

APPENDIX 5

Nomination Form
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APPENDIX 6
Song by Land Participants

Chorus

A chiki Bam Bam chiki licki licki licki

Oh a chiki Bam Bam chiki licki licki

Repeat chorus thrice

A who seh NEPA nuh sweet

Praise deh Lord Land prove dem wrong

A who seh NEPA couldn’t dweet

First year and wi still stand up strong

5:30 Tuesday morning we di youths rise 

Exciting we finish packing and head up camping

Wi did so early, ready and sturdy

But di bus neva drive fast enough

Cause di driver was so spontaneous

The food was great, wi caan complain

But sometime wi did late fi Neville bell break

APPENDIX 7

Youth and Environment Conference Watershed Quiz

	Questions

	1. Near what community does the Great River arise?

Pisgah
	Name the community nearest to the mouth of the Great River?

Hopewell

	2. This nature attraction, started in the community of Anchovy in the 1940’s has been visited by American Presidents, European Royalty, Vogue and National Geographic Magazine, all drawn by the fascination of hand feeding Jamaican birds. Name the attraction

Rocklands Bird Sanctuary

Rocklands Bird Sanctuary & Feeding Station

Rocklands
	This attraction offers a one-hour raft trip on the Great River?

Mountain Valley Rafting or Lethe Rafting



	3. What 4 parishes does the Great River watershed cover?

St. James, Hanover Westmoreland, St Elizabeth 
	In what year was the great River watershed management committee formed?

2001

	4. What is the slogan for the R2RW projects public awareness program about the nation’s Environmental laws?

“It haffi legal”, or “It haffi legal iyah”
	Name the lead agency for the GRWM Youth and Environment Conference

St. James 4H

	5. True or False

Typhoid fever is caused by ingesting food or water contaminated with untreated sewage in which the Salmonella typhi bacteria is found?


True

	

	6. What is the name of Jamaica’s first Marine Park and Protected Area?

Montego Bay Marine Park - MBMP
	Name Jamaica’s first terrestrial Park

Blue and John Crow Mountain

	7. What does the acronym RADA stands for?

Rural Agriculture Development Authority 
	What does the acronym JAS stand for 

Jamaica Agricultural Society

	8. What is the name of the program of the GRWMC to reforest degraded sections of the Great River Watershed?

Plant a Tree Campaign
	What is the name of the competition in which communities in the Great River Watershed can participate to win prizes and recognition as clean and environmentally conscious communities?

Green Village Program

	9. Name 3 animals which under Jamaican Law, it is illegal to capture, harm kill or sell?

Manatee

The Jamaican Iguana

The Jamaican Boa – Yellow Snake

Swallowtail butterfly

The Yellow-billed Parrot (or any Jamaican bird)

Crocodile
	Name 3 illegal activities mentioned in the “It Haffia Legal Iyah” Jingle?

Washing of spray pans in the river

Charcoal burning

Illegal sand mining

Washing of vehicles in the river

Throwing garbage in the rivers

Uncontrolled fires

	10. The R2RW Project offers two levels of support in its Grants Program.  What is the maximum amount of money available in its level and community grants?

$15,000
	What community is the drama group “The Action Boyz” from?

Retrieve

	11. The Great River is affected by 2 Main types of pollution.  Name the source of one of these pollution types?

Sewage or faeces/commercial fertilizer
	The Great River is fed by 7 major tributaries.  Name one of the 7?

Quashies River Lambs River

Sevens River

Brown’s River, Bragging Tom River, Mafoota,

Roaring River

	12. What is a watershed?

A defined geographical  area of land that drains to a body of water such as a river or the sea
	How are watersheds usually named?

By the major river draining them


	Questions

	13. True or False

Jamaica has 30 birds which are found in no other country in the world

True
	True or False

Jamaica is of no particular importance for biodiversity conservation when compared to the many islands of the world?

False

	14. True or False

Jamaica is one of the most important island in the Caribbean and is an important part of the regions recognition as the third most important area on the planet for environmental conservation

True
	True or false

The prestigious Round Hill Hotel is located in the Great River Watershed?

True

	15. In what parish is Seaford Town located?

Westmoreland
	In what town is the parish of Chester Castle located?

Hanover

	16. What is the name of the town that Great River rafting begins?

Lethe
	After what popular children’s book is the wildlife based nature attraction near Lethe on Great River named?

Animal Farm

	17. What is the name of the drama performed by the Action Boyz yesterday?

Wey yu dash weh, nah wash weh
	What is the name of the Keynote speaker at the opening ceremony yesterday?

Elizabeth Emanuel

	18. True or False

A plastic PET soda bottle will take 10 years to degrade in the natural environment

False (PET bottles will take over 350 years to degrade and be broken down in the environment)
	True or False

When on an environmental field trip it is OK to throw plastic bags bottles in the bushes out of sight?

False

	19. From what book in the Bible (taken from the New International Version), is the following verse taken?

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night they display knowledge.”

Psalm (specifically Psalm 19)
	From what book in the Bible (taken for the New International Standard bible), is the following verse taken?

“Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit seed in it, according to their various kinds.”

Genesis 1:11

	20. True or False

Black Sigatoka is the name of a fungus that is affecting Ginger in the Great River

False – it affects banana
	Name the disease affecting coconut trees across the island causing the leaves to become yellow before the plant finally dies?

Lethal Yellowing

	21. Describe what the logo of the Great River Watershed Management Committee includes?

A hand holding a globe of a river surrounded by trees
	What was this years World Water Day theme?

1. Water for the future

2. Protect wetlands today, for water tomorrow

3. No trees, no future

4. Water is the source for tomorrow

(1)  Water for the future

	22. complete the following Jamaican saying

“Alligator lay egg, but ……………………..”

“……………….. im no fowl”
	Complete the following Jamaican saying:

“Every day bucket go a well……………”

“……………… one day di bottom a go drop out”

	23. What day is Earth Day celebrated?

April 22nd 
	What day is National Wood and Water Day celebrated?

1st Saturday of October each year

	24. Complete the following Jamaican saying:

“Rakstone a riva bottom……………………..”

“………………… no know sun hot”
	Complete the following Jamaican saying:

“When plantain waan dead……………..”

“………………………. It shoot”

	25. The maximum recommended distance that animals, laundry washing and washing of cars should be from a river or stream in approximately?

55 yards or 50 metres
	What is the maximum time that can be spent in prison (to date) for any illegal environmental act?

2 years

	26. What do the 3 R’s in waste management stand for?

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
	Burning large areas of forest, for example in watershed areas, can contribute to what global phenomenon which has led to a rise in the earth’s temperature.

Global warming


	Questions

	27. In what parish is Croydon Plantation located in the Great River Watershed?

St. James
	On what public holiday is the Montpelier Agricultural Show normally held?

Easter Monday

	28. Complete the following Jamaican saying:

“Bud sing sweet……………..”

“……………… fi him owna nest”
	Complete the following Jamaican saying:

“Still water…………………………”

“……………………. Run deep”

	29. What is Jamaica’s national flower?

Lignum Vitae
	What is Jamaica’s national tree?

Blue Mahoe


Buzzer

1. True or False – Ginger farming is a good soil conservation technique?

False

2. What does the acronym CITES stand for?

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Spices of Wild Fauna and Flora

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Spices

3. In a constructed wetland sanitation system, what part of the plant grows in the wetland and is responsible for releasing chemicals that can kill disease causing organisms?

The Roots

4. What continent did the Jamaican tradition of planting a tree over the navel string of a baby originate?

Africa

5. What are the words in the first line of the “It haffi legal Iyah” jingle?

Yow, it haffi legal I ya, yu done know!

Everyday yu get up an a bun fire

6. Say which one of these 4 activities is a legal and environmentally friendly practice.

Sand Mining, Charcoal burning, Composting, Washing vehicles in rivers

Composting

7. How many watershed management units are there across the island?

26

8. What hurricane in 1980 caused a great deal of environmental damage across the island that still persists to this day e.g. continued erosion of coastlines areas?

Hurricane Allen

9. What does the name given to Jamaica by the native Arawak Indians (Tainos) Xaymaca mean?

Land of Wood and Water

10. What is the purpose of a gabion basket?

To help prevent landslides and flooding

11. True or False

Jamaica has over 200 species of orchids

True

12. The Great River Watershed has a high potential for soil erosion exceeding which of the following? 30%, 40%,or 60%

60%

13. What is the name of the war that persisted in the Great River Watershed prior to the emancipation of slavery as a result of the “Christmas Rebellion” led by Sam Sharpe?

The Baptist War

14. True or False

Much less that 1% of the Earth’s water is available for human use.

True

15. There are 2 communities in the Great River Watershed named after species for trees.  Name one:

Cedar Grove – Mahogany Hill
16. True or False

Jamaica has over 50 species of ferns

True

17. Name 2 of the 4 task forces to the Great River Watershed Management Committee?

Public Awareness, Compliance and Enforcement, Water Quality Management and Production and Marketing

18. What does the acronym SDC mean?

Social Development Commission

19. Give the meaning of the Jamaican expression, “Dutty water wi put out fire”

Everything has some use regardless of its quality

20. What is Jamaica’s national bird?

The doctor/humming bird/red-billed streamertail humming bird
APPENDIX 8

Summary of Post Conference Questionnaire Results

Shown in brackets is the percentage of respondents who chose this answer.

1) What is a watershed?

a. A place to safely store water


2.3%)

b. An area of land drained by a major river

97.7%)

c. A channel through which agricultural water is passed 
(0%)

d. A facility of the National Water Commission

(0%)

2) What do you think is the most important environmental problem facing Jamaica?

e. Deforestation




(9.5%)

f. Improper disposal of garbage


(81.0%)

g. Unplanned Settlements



(2.4%)

h. Water Pollution




(7.1%)

3) What is the most important environmental problem facing the world?

i. Overpopulation




(11.9%)

j. Global worming




(14.3%)

k. Destruction of the ozone layer


(52.4%)

l. Deforestation




(21.4%)

4) Correctly match the following by drawing a line (if you don’t know, leave as is)

The brackets show the percentage of respondents who were able to correctly match the following four terms with the given answers from a grid of answers.

Agro-forestry = is a sustainable farming environmental practice



(78.9%)

Jamaican Parrots = Are protected by International law under the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).






(92.1%)

Sea Grass Beds = Grow along the shoreline in shallow water and are important for nurseries for small fish










(97.4%)

Natural Forest (or Undisturbed) = Now cover less than 10% of Jamaican territory 

(78.9%)

5) Circle which of the following animals that are only found in Jamaica.

Yellow Billed Parrot

(61%)






Turkey Vulture (John Crow) 
(7.9%) 




Crocodile


(18.4%) 

Yellow Snake

(52%) 

Mongoose


(15.8%)

6) Circle which of the following Jamaican organizations are involved in environmental conservation/protections

National Works Agency    


(7.9%)


Western Parks and Markets 


(34.2%)

Montego Bay Marine Park


(68.4%)


Jamaica Public Service


(5.3%)

Rural Agricultural Development Authority

 (65.8%)

7) Do you think environmental activities are appropriate for religious organizations (such as churches) to be involved in? (circle appropriate answer)

a) Definitely 




(90.5%)

b) b) If they want to 




(9.5%)

c) c) Church is not about the natural environment 
(0%)

8) Rate your current comfort level in communicating environmental concepts to others 

a) Very comfortable




(54.8%)

b) Fairly comfortable




(28.6%)

c) A bit uncomfortable



(16.7%)

d) Not comfortable 




(0%)

9) Do you know any of Jamaica’s environmental laws?


Yes  
(86.8%)


No
  
(2.6%)

The following percentages represent the number of respondents able to report on all or a part of the following individual environmental laws and regulations:

Improper disposal of solid waste



(34.2%)

Washing Spray cans in rivers and streams


(15.8%)

Removing Sand, Stone, or Marl without a licence


(13.2%)

Cutting trees in a Forest Estate Without a licence


(13.2%)

Catching, killing, keeping or selling protected birds 

(5.2%)
Washing Vehicles in Rivers




(2.6%)

Washing Cloths in Rivers and Streams



(2.6%)

Animals in Rivers





(2.6%)

Improver sewage disposal due to lack or inadequate toilet facilities
(2.6%)

Uncontrolled fire burning




(2.6%)

Catching, killing, keeping or selling protected animals

(2.6%)

Destruction of gabion baskets




(0%)

Building without approval




(0%)

10) Name two ways that environmental conservation is important for the tourist industry

The following were the four most frequently given reasons grouped and ranked by percentage:

Environmental conservation is important for the tourist industry because:

a) It protects the wildlife and their habitats


(30.1%)

b) It makes the place more attractive



(27.1%)

c) It is important for many recreational activities that tourists enjoy
(23.7%)

d) It contributes to economic growth



(6.8%)

11) List two activities that a household can do to help to protect the environment

The following were the eight most frequently given activities grouped and ranked by percentage:

Proper disposal of garbage

(35.5%)

Recycling



(14.5%)

Community cleanups


(11.8%)

Reducing the burning of waste

(10.8%)

Using less chemicals


(7.9%)

Planting trees


(6.6%)

Proper farming techniques

(5.3%)

Educating community members
(3.9%)

Gave no answer to this question
(3.9%)

12) List two activities that lead to water pollution

The following were the four most frequently given reasons grouped and ranked by percentage:

Dumping of solid waste in water ways
(35.1%)

Raw sewage



(28.6%)

Release of chemicals into rivers

(27.3%)

Deforestation



(5.2%)

Gave no answer to this question

(3.9%)

13) Would you want to work in an environmentally related job?

Yes

(92.9%)

No

(7.1%)

14) Would you want to be part of an environmental club or organization?  


Yes 
(88.1%)

No

(11.9%)

15) If you answered yes to # 14, would you be willing to assist in the formation of these clubs/organizations?

Yes

(97.3%)

No

(2.7%)

APPENDIX 9
List of Participants

	Last Name
	First Name
	Address
	Postal Code
	Contact Number
	Club

	Allen
	Colin
	Plantation Height District
	Cambridge P.O. St. James
	(876) 870-6309
	

	Barrett
	Oscene
	Catadupa District
	Catadupa P.O. St. James
	(876) 605-9585
	Ecology Club Montego Bay Community College

	Baugh
	O'Neil
	Windsor
	Rio Grande P.A. Portland
	(876) 875-1919
	

	Bennett
	Johnell
	Haughton Grove
	Ramble P.O. Hanover
	(876) 378-5678
	Montego Bay Community College Ecology

	Bernard
	Omotayo J.
	Mafoota District
	Mount Horeb P.O. St. James
	(876) 397-6117
	Montego Bay Community College Ecology

	Brammer
	Llamoy
	Chester Field District
	Stone Hedge P.O. St. James
	(876) 880-6672
	Fellowship Youth Club

	Brown
	Damion Kevin
	Lapland District
	Catadupa P.O. St. James
	(876) 379-2040
	Catadupa United Youth Club

	Bryan
	Kevin
	Rock Hall District
	Chatswood PA Portland
	(876) 392-5061
	

	Campbell
	Masilyn
	28 Land Settlement Road
	Port Antonio Portland
	(876) 715-3860
	

	Christe
	Sasha
	New Castle District
	Bethel Town P.O. Westmoreland
	(876) 343-9194
	Castle Heights Youth Club

	Clarke
	Kadian
	Sapland District
	Catadupa P.O. St. James
	(876) 334-2449
	Catadupa United Youth Club

	Coke
	Maurice
	Belfield District
	St. Catherine
	(876) 393-3768
	Sydney Pagon Agricultural High School

	Coleman
	Nicholas
	Mafoota District
	Mount Horeb P.O. St. James
	
	Mafoota Youth Club

	Daugham
	Kemisha Debbie
	Mont Pleasant District
	Mont Pleasant PA Portland
	(876) 377-2189
	

	Dennis
	Lebert Dewight
	Catadupa District
	Catadupa P.O St. James
	(876) 858-5581
	Catadupa United Youth Club

	Ellis
	Maliaka
	Mafoota District
	Mount Horeb P.O. St. James
	(876) 863-1955
	Mafoota Youth Club

	Fletcher
	Clevelan
	Plantation Heights District
	Cambridge P.O. St. James
	(867) 886-4661
	Plantation Heights Youth Club

	Forrester
	Daci-Ann
	Mount Carey District
	Anchovy P.O. St. James
	(876) 357-7005
	Anchovy High School 4-H Club

	Forrester
	Chevon
	Bickersteth District
	Montpelier P.O.
	(876) 357-5064
	Tomorrow People Youth Movement

	Francis
	Sherene
	Mafoota District
	Mount Horeb P.O. St. James
	(876) 843-3959
	Mafoota Youth Club

	Gardner
	Katherine
	Mount Hareb District
	Mount Horeb P.O. St. James
	(876) 844-9812
	Harrison Memorial High School Science Club

	Gardner
	Palrick
	York District
	Bethel Town Westmoreland
	(876) 362-5284
	Castle Heights Youth Club

	Goldson
	Dale
	Nepa 5 Smatt Road
	Port Antonio Portland
	(876) 715-6932
	

	Gordon
	Shellan
	Paradise Cresent
	Montego Bay St. James
	(876) 926-6120
	Montego Bay High School 4-H

	Graham
	Raynon
	Paradise Loop Rd.
	Montego Bay St. James
	
	Leith All Age School

	Grant
	Andy
	Lambs River
	Lambs River P.O. Westmoreland
	(876) 353-3750
	Cambridge Basic School

	Griffiths
	Alleighton
	Cedar Grove District
	Bethel Town P.O. Westmoreland
	(876) 364-1321
	Cedar Grove Pepper Growers Group

	Grossett
	Desrine
	Rock Hall District
	Chatswood P.A. Portland
	(876) 913-3925
	

	Groulx
	Curtis
	Cedar Grove District
	Bethel Town P.O. Westmoreland
	(876) 875-6291
	Cedar Grove Pepper Growers Group

	Groulx
	Justin
	Cedar Grove District
	Bethel Town P.O. Westmoreland
	(876) 428-2872
	Cedar Grove Pepper Growers Group

	Hall
	Relaine
	11 Thompson St.
	# 2 Montego Bay P.O. St. James
	(876) 398-4541
	Anchovy 4-H

	Harris
	Dewight
	Mona P.O
	Kingston
	(876) 422-1829
	

	Harris
	Dewight
	
	Moore Town P.O Portland
	(876) 821-4692
	

	Hudson
	Sheldon
	Knockalva District
	Chester Castle P.O. Hanover
	(876) 393-9843
	Knackalva United Youth Club

	Hutchinson
	Colin
	31 1/2 Folly Road
	Port Antonio Portland
	(876) 715-1752
	

	Jones
	Debbie
	Knockalva District
	Chester Castle P.O. Hanover
	(876) 694-1541
	Knockalva United Youth Club

	Lawrence
	Trudy
	Lot 508 Cornwall Courts
	# 1 P.O. Montego Bay
	(876) 842-4557
	Montego Bay Community College Eco/Cornwall CUYC

	Leach
	Cristal
	Retrieve District
	Cambridge P.O.
	(876) 882-7888
	Harrison High School Science Club

	Legg
	Andrea
	Mulgrave District
	Mulgrave P.O. St. Elizabeth
	(876) 425-1040
	Sydney Pagon Agricultural High School

	Levy
	Daniellia
	Haughton Grove
	Ramble P.O. Hanover
	(876) 866-6390
	Vibrance Youth & Social Club

	McFarlene
	Shenika
	Lot 411 Farm Heights
	Montego Bay St. James
	(876) 375-6094
	Montego Bay Ecology Club

	McLeod
	Joel
	Shettlewood District
	Ramble P.O. Hanover
	(876) 827-2265
	Shettlewood Police Youth Club

	Ming
	Gavin
	Windsor
	Rio Grande P.A. Portland
	(876) 357-3157
	

	Mitchell
	Karlene
	George's Plain
	Frome P.O. Westmoreland
	(876) 351-1247
	Westmoreland Federation of S.D.A.

	Mullings
	Leroy
	Belvediere District
	Lamb River P.O. Westmoreland
	(876) 871-8922
	Kew Park Youth Club

	Murphy
	Miguel
	Hopewell District
	Hopewell P.O. Hanover
	(876) 367-6856
	Anchovy 4-H Club

	Murray
	Davoy
	Galloway Dist. Bethel Town Westmorland
	P.O. Box 4 chester Castle Hanover
	(876) 398-7894
	Ecology Club of Montego Bay Community College

	Quarrie
	Colene
	Haughton Grove
	Ramble P.O. Hanover
	(876) 378-8111
	Vibrance Youth & Social Club

	Reid
	Kenward
	Sapland District
	Catadupa P.O. St. James
	(876) 356-4863
	Catadupa United Youth Club

	Richards
	Lantan
	Bannister District
	Old Harbour P.O. St. Catherine
	(876) 393-3753
	Sydney Pagon Agricultural High School

	Richards
	Kerry-Ann Debbie
	Mont Pleasant District
	St. Margaret's Bay P.O. Portland
	(876) 427-6160
	

	Ricketts
	Orrette
	Chester Field District
	Stone Hedge P.O. St. James
	(876) 389-2800
	Fellowship Youth Club

	Riley
	Patrice
	SDC Portland 5 Smatt Road
	Port Antonio Portland
	(876) 940-6596
	

	Rose
	Stanley
	Retrieve District
	Cambridge P.O.
	(876) 369-7452
	Action Boyz

	Rose
	George
	Retrieve District
	Cambridge P.O.
	(876) 369-7452
	Action Boyz

	Samuels
	Valencia
	Industry Dsistrict
	Somerton P.O. St. James
	(876) 348-3436
	Beacon Pathfinder Club

	Scarlett
	Patricia Julie-Ann
	Rose Heights
	P.O. Box 1 Montego Bay St. James
	(876) 352-3247
	Pisgah All Age

	Shaw
	Leonard
	Bickersteth District
	Bickersteth P.A. St. James
	(876) 845-1585
	Tomarrow People Youth Movement

	Smith
	Patrick
	York District
	Bethel Town P.O. Westmoreland
	(876) 373-3561
	Castle Height Youth Club

	Smith
	Devin
	Mafoota District
	Mount Horeb P.O. St. James
	(876) 371-2482
	Mafoota Youth Club

	Somers
	Rosemarie
	Cudfores Hill District
	Watermont P.O. St. Catherine
	(876) 705-2593
	Sydney Pagon Agricultural High School

	Stevens
	Pamella
	Huntley Castle District
	Pisgah P.A. St. Elizabeth
	(876) 420-5945
	Pisgah A/A P.T.A.

	Stone
	Marvin
	Sapland District
	Catadupa P.O. St. James
	(876) 350-1039
	Catadupa United Youth Club

	Thorpe
	Adria
	Pitfour District
	Granville P.O. St. James
	(876) 601-3408
	Harrison Memorial High School Science Club

	Watkins
	Stevie
	Catadupa District
	Catadupa P.O. St. James
	(876) 366-6932
	Catadupa United Youth Club

	Whittingham
	Antaniesha
	Belvedere District
	Lambs River P.O. Westmoreland
	(876) 854-6664
	Kew Park Community Youth Club

	Williams
	Verren
	Carthagena District
	Granville P.O.
	(876) 601-0163
	Montego Bay High School 4-H

	Word
	Kevin
	9 Sommers Town Road
	Port Antonio Portland
	(876) 381-4786
	

	Wright
	Tashay
	Paradise Cresent
	Montego Bay St. James
	(876) 348-2350
	Anchovy 4-H Club


APPENDIX 10
Environmental Pledge
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Production and Distribution by the National Environment & Planning Agency





GREAT RIVER WATERSHED YOUTH & ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE 2003





Is there someone in your community, church group, club or organization who has made a special effort to help preserve our environment?





Tell Us About It 





Someone who has consistently shared environmental messages through the performing arts in a creative way, who has researched an environmental issue and displayed or talked about it, participated in, or organized environmental service e.g. tree planting or clean up, or someone who has started environmental projects e.g. organic gardening, trash to cash, composting or nurseries. 





Nominate That Person Today





Winners will be awarded at The Great River Watershed Youth & Environment Conference July 15 – 16, 2003. 

















 


Mail or fax nominations by latest July 11 to St James 4-H Clubs, RADA Complex Catherine Hall P.O. Box 403 Montego Bay. Tele/Fax # 940-5360. 





National Environment & Planning Agency





Living Component





Signed______________________________ Date_______________________





I WILL RESPECT ALL LIVING THINGS, AND THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT on which they depend, for each is a link in the chain that supports life on earth.





I WILL NOT POLLUTE THE JAMAICAN ENVIRONMENT or degrade the quality of our air, soil or water by the improper disposal of waste: and I will otherwise set an example of good conservation conduct at home, at school and at work by recycling, reusing and reducing waste.





I WILL PROTECT JAMAICA'S COASTAL RESOURCES including the beaches, cays, coral reefs, wetlands and sea grass beds, which are vital to our fisheries and to our survival from storms and hurricanes. I will help to keep them free of pollution and avoid the use of inappropriate fishing methods such as dynamiting, chemicals and spear fishing.





I WILL ACTIVELY SUPPORT WATERSHED MANAGEMENT & RE‑AFFORESTATION programmes. I commit myself to planting and nurturing trees and shrubs so as to enjoy the myriad benefits of their existence in our "Land of Wood and Water".





I WILL NOT BUY OR SELL endangered animals or plants or the products derived from them. I will exercise my rights as a Jamaican consumer to support products, which do not cause environmental damage and boycott products associated directly or indirectly with environmental damage.





I WILL CONSERVE NON-RENEWABLE RESOURCES including fossil fuels and minerals. I will use renewable resources including forest products, water and marine resources, no faster than their ability to regenerate themselves. 





I WILL STRIVE TO MAKE SUSTAINABLE USE of our natural environment so that no species will be threatened or disappear because of my actions, and I will strive to protect all species particularly those that are rare, threatened or endangered.





I WILL CALL ATTENTION TO CASES OF POLLUTION and other abuses of nature caused by environmentally inappropriate policies, projects, commercial processes or products.





I WILL RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT WHEREVER IN THE WORLD I GO join environ-mental groups and actively support the defence of nature by others, including official and organized groups.





I Hope Through These Actions To Be Able To Rejoice In The Beauty Of Jamaica, Our "Land Of Wood And Water" All The Days Of My Life And To Share With Our Descendants The Wonders Of Nature.





Transfer of Energy and/or Matter





Solar Radiation





Climate





Vegetation Animals  





Geology





Soils











Poem – The Seashell	Daci-Ann Forester


	Anchovy High School





Greetings		Senator Noel Monteith


		Minister of State


		Ministry of Education and Culture





Keynote Speaker	Elizabeth Emanuel


	Government of Jamaica Advisor


		to the Environmental Action


	Programme





Presentation		Antonio Buddington


	Leo Douglas





Official Declaration	Senator Noel Monteith





Closing Remarks	Lisa Golding





Official Party Tour and View Exhibits





Commencement 10:00 am





Musical Prelude	SDA Church Drum Corp





Welcome & Opening 	Lisa Golding


Remarks 		Chairperson for the GRWMC Public


 	Awareness Task Force 





National Anthem	





Prayer 		Pastor Michael Harvey


		Member Planning Committee





Overview of Conference 	Leo Douglas


& R2RW Involvement	Acting Chief of Party


	R2RW





Greetings		His Worship, Councillor 


	Noel Donaldson


	Mayor of Montego Bay





	Karen McDonald- Gayle


	Office of the Environment


	USAID





Entertainment	Dance “It Haffi Legal” 


Montego Bay High School





Greetings		Thera Edwards


		Manager


		Sustainable Watershed Branch


	NEPA





	Lenworth Fulton


		Executive Director


	Jamaica 4-H Clubs











Opening Ceremony 








Of the





Great River Watershed Youth and Environment Conference 2003























Youth Making a Difference in the Environment





On





July 15 – 16, 2003











Welcome to The Team Work Christian Centre, set within the picturesque hills of Torado Heights St. James, surrounded by natural lush vegetation and overlooking the Caribbean sea.








� 	Preparations leading up to the event were hectic.  An invitation was initially extended to Minister Portia Simpson-Miller to be our keynote speaker as it was felt that with her dynamism she would have been an inspiration to the participants.  This was however withdrawn as it was felt by the committee that it would have been more appropriate to have the Minister of Land & the Environment bring greetings and officially open the conference. Unfortunately he had prior engagements in his constituency and could not make it.  Another invitation was extended to Minister of Education Maxine Henry Wilson who though she was unable to be present sent a representative in the person of Senator Noel Monteith.  Attempts were made to get Peter Espeut and Imani Duncan as our keynote speaker as it was felt that someone with the technical knowledge  would make a more meaningful contribution to the participants.  Both were regrettably unavailable.  We managed to confirm Mrs Elizabeth Emmanuel Government of Jamaica Advisor to the ENACT programme as our keynote speaker.  
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